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Gen. Truscott 
Will Lead 5th 
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ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 6—Lt. 
gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., commander of the VI Corps during 
the few weeks of the southern France operations, has been named 
commanding General of the 5th Army, it was officially announced 


here today. 


General Truscott will succeed Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark who 
was recently appointed to the post of Commander in Chief of the 





Allied 15th Army Group in Italy,+— 


succeeding Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L. G. Alexander who 
in turn was named Supreme Allied 


commander in the Mediterranean |~ 


Theater. 

The appointment of General 
Truscott was announced by Lt. 
Gen. Joseph P. McNarney, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander. 

Tough. square-jawed, 49-year- 
old General Truscott, who made 
the 3rd Division one of the great 
American combat divisions of the 
war, has been leading American 
soldiers in action since the Nov. 
8, 1942, landings in French Morocco. 

He commandeg the task force of 
the 9th Division which attacked 
Port Lysutey and won the Dis- 
tinguished Service Medal for out- 
standing planning and leadership 
of that operation which was com- 
pleted successfully in the face of 
bitter opposition. 

Early in the Tunisian campaign, 
he was named the field represen- 
tative of General Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower and left that assignment 
to take command of the 3rd Di- 
vision during the landings in Sicily. 


He initiated qa pre-Sicily train- |; 


ing program calculateq to make 
his men the fastest, toughest 
marchers in the Army. He de- 
veloped the grueling pace known 
as the "Truscott Trot” whereby 
infantry march five miles the first 
hour, four miles each of the next 
two hours and three and one-half 
miles an hour for the remainder of 
distances up to 30 miles. The for- 
mer standard infantry marching 
= was two and a half miles an 
our, 

Beginning with the landings at 
Licata, Sicily, General Truscott led 
the 3rd through the 38-day island 
campaign, part of the 1943-1944 
winter battle in Italy and the An- 
zio beach landings. He was given 
the Distinguished Service Cross 
for gallantry in action at Agrigento 
in Sicily. 

General Truscott left the 3rd Di- 

(Continued on page 8) 


Aviation Conference 
Okays Air Authority 


CHICAGO, Dec. 6—A permanent 
international air authority was last 
hight approved at a plenary session 
Hd the Civil Aviation Conference. 
N addition, representatives of 54 
nations accepted a document merg- 
ing the views of all the countries 
on important technical matters. 

All Special committees were dis- 
satved last night and conference 
| a tern Drepared to draw up a 
inal act after British delegates had 
yielded in their hope for an "eco- 
Romically powerful world air au- 
thority.” 
ane final act will include: (1) 
loements establishing a provis- 
aoe international air organiza- 
hoe (2) a new international civil 
eee treaty; (3) two interna- 
mal air transport agreements 
= nting first the two freedoms of 
lle the full five freedoms re- 
tong and (4) various resolu- 
Clycname commendations aad con- 

sions agreed upon here. 

Viscount Swinton, British Civil 
Bri." Minister, announced that 
two pWould be willing to sign the 
oon x. reedoms agreement which 
th nts airlines the right to fly 

rout h the world’s air space and 
ines et to make technical land- 
ll Under the "Two Freedoms” 
vide ‘al, &@ nation wanting to pro- 
aepare ‘« service to another country 
. ‘thi ed from it by territory from 
@enten” State is automatically 

d the right to fly across the 

















(Continued on page 2) 





LT. GEN. LUCIAN K. TRUSCOTT 


8th Army Advances 
Mile From Ravenna 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 6 — Fan- 
ning out to the north and north- 
west following the capture of Ra- 
venna, 8th Army troops yesterday 
cleared the whole of the Ravenna- 
Godo Road and advanced one mile 
beyond the city to take the town 
of Piangipane. 

Advancing northeast of Godo 
against apparently disorganized 
German resistance, United King- 
dom forces reached the La Canala 
Canal and took 100 German pris- 
oners as the Wehrmacht continued 
its general withdrawal across the 
great marshlands of northeastern 
Italy. 

Inside Ravenna, 8th Army troops 
and Italian Patriots are clearing 
small, isolated groups of the en- 
emy from the inland port, which 
is connected with the Adriatic by 
a six-mile canal. In view of the 
badly damaged road and rail com- 








oonanmuatnnien 


Italy Crisis Evokes 
Differing Positions 
In U. S. And Britain 


Stettinius Statement Brings 
Debate In Parliament-- 
Affects Parleys 


ROME, Dec. 6 — The Italian 





political crisis, still unsolved in its} 


llth day, had strong reverberations 
in Britain and the United States 
today. 

Following the United States De- 
partment of State’s declaration 
"that we expect the Italians to 


=} work out their problems of govern- 


ment along democratic lines with- 
out influence from outside,’ there 
was an acid debate in the House 
of Commons, critical comment from 
the British press and a further 
delay in the settlement of Italy’s 
political troubles. 


In the House of Commons For- 
eign Secretary Anthony Eden was 
faced with sharp questions from 
Labor and Independent members. 
He said that Britain remained op- 
posed to Count Carlo Sforza for 
the post of Italian Foreign Minis- 
ter though there was no objection 
to his remaining in the govern- 
ment. Eden, however, refused to be 
drawn into any comment on the 
United States position. 

Laborite Ivor Thomas asked 
Eden, according to the United 
Press: 

"Would it not be better, in view 
of the importance of Anglo-Ameri- 
can relations, to admit that a blun- 
der has been made and to withdraw 
gracefully, which the Foreign Sec- 
retary can do better than any one 
else?”’ 

There were cries of No!” from 
some members of the House. Eden 
failed to reply. 

The United Press reported that it 
was recggnized both in the Com- 
mons and the press "that the two 
Allies have a sharp divergence of 
policy on a question in which they 
are working as partners in the Al- 


(Continued on page 8) 





Armies On West Front 
Face Shortage Of Tires 


-SHAEF, Dec. 6—The American 
armies on the western front face 
an acute tire shortage which threat- 
ens to tie up one-tenth of all their 
vehicles by the first week in Febru- 
ary, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Supreme Allied Commander, dis- 
closed last night. 

General Eisenhower warned the 
troops that the war would be pro- 
longed unless steps were taken to 





munications of northern Italy, the 
(Continued on page 8) 


"extract every possible mile from 
the tires on their vehicles.” 





American Armies Reach 


Saar Basin 


In Strength 





SHAEFP, Dec. 6—American armies 
were in the rich Saar Valley basin 
of Germany in force today—six 
months to the day after the Allied 
landings in Normandy. 

Four new crossings of the stra- 
tegic Saar River were made during 
the night between the Siegfried 
Line fortress of Merzig and the 
American-occupied town of Saar- 
lautern which sprawls on both sides 
of the river. 

Saarbrucken, the great industrial 
center of the Saar, was in flames 
from continuous Allied bombard- 
ment from heights six miles to the 
south where ground forces had 
made their closest penetration to 
the city. 

Meanwhile, little change in po- 
sitions was reported from _ the 
northern end of the 400 mile front 
where American Ist and 9th Ar- 
mies were battling along the 
flooded Roer River and British 2nd 





Army troops were consolidating po- 
sitions along the west bank of the 
Maas opposite Venlo which was 
under fire. 

Press dispatches spoke of mil- 
lions’ of land mines facing the 
American ist Army advancing on 
Duren to the northeast of Aachen. 
Several correspondents reported 
the Germans planting mines be- 
hind their own troops in order to 
discourage retreat. 

Ninth Army forces continued to 
meet stubborn resistance from the 
Germans in the eastern outskirts 
of Julich. Duren and Julich, pre- 
sent objectives of the 1st and 9th 
Armies, guard key highways lead- 
ing to the important Rhineland 
industrial cities of Cologne and 
Dusseldorf. 

Far to the south in Alsace, 7th 
Army forces continued to drive to- 
ward a junction with the French 


(Continuea on page 8) 
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British Forces 
In Greek Fight 





LONDON, Dec. 6—British tanks and paratroops and units of 
the Royal Greek Army were ordered into action today against 
troops of ELAS, the Greck National Liberation Front, in what a 
BBC correspondent described as "the new battle of Athens.” 

In the Greek capital today, 85-year-old Liberal party leader 
Demistocles Sophoulis charged British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill with vetoing a change in the Greek Government which 





~#might have solved the crisis and 











Today’s Anniversary: 
*The Day Of Infamy’ 


"The Day of Infamy” is three 
years old. 

Three years ago today, while 
Japanese ambassadors were face 
to face with U. S, Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull in Washington, 
seeking ‘to maintain peace,’ Japa- 
nese planes, more than 100 of 
them, swept down on the heart of 
American naval power in the 
Pacific and left Pearl Harbor a 
shambles. 

Three years later, Tokyo burns 
as Pearl Harbor burned, and it is 
no consolation to the Nazis to 
know that as overwhelming Allied 
forces crush on toward the heart 
of Germany, America, ’a decadent 
democracy,’ has strength enough 
in the bargain to invade the 
Philippines. 














3rd Ukrainian Moves 
Closer To Austria 





LONDON, Dec. 6—Marshal Fedor 
Tolbukhin’s 3rd Ukrainian Army 
offensive was developing today with 
great speed over the large triangle 
from Budapest to Lake Balaton to 
the Mura River. On the east shore 
of the lake the Russians seized a 
stretch of the trunk railroad that 
runs to Trieste via Slovenia. 

The Moscow correspondent of 
the Associated Press said that So- 
viet artillery was shelling the vital 
Hungarian rail junction of Nagy- 
kanizsa, 46 miles from the Austrian 
frontier. 

Last night’s Soviet communique 
reported that Tolbukhin’s forces 
had captured Szigetvar, a railway 
junction in the southwest part of 
Hungary near the Drava River. 
More than 120 other places were 
taken by Tolbukhin’s men. 

The left wing of Tolbukhin’s 
army group was driving along the 
roads to Croatia and Serbia to 
sever the lines of communication 
needed by the Germans, said to 
number about 100,000 or more, 
trying to retreat from Yugoslavia 
into Austria. 

The Germans today announced 
that the 2nd Ukrainian Army of 
Marshal Rodion Malinovsky had 
begun its all-out offensive on Buda- 
pest from the east and southeast 
yesterday. The German spokesman 
added that these forces had crossed 
the Danube just south of the capi- 
tal. 
As the Russian threat to Buda- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Senate Group Approves 
Joseph Grew Nomination 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6—Nomi- 
nation of Joseph C. Grew, former 
Ambassador to Japan, as Under- 
secretary of State, was unanimously 
approved today by members of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee. The nomination still must be 
approved by the Senate, meeting as 
a body, before Grew can take office. 

The Senate committee also ap- 
proved President Roosevelt’s nomi- 
nation of Archibald P. MacLeish, 
Nelson A. Rockefeller and Will L. 
Clayton as Assistant Secretaries of 
State to succeed Adolf Berle, Jr., 
G. -Howland Shaw and Brecken- 
ridge Long, who resigned from the 
post yesterday. 











averted full scale civil war, the 
Associated Press reported. 

In a statement to British and 
American correspondents, .the 
veteran political leader announced 
that he had been approached by all 
left wing parties, including the 
Communists, with requests that he 
form a new government. All ex- 
pressed their willingness to serve 
in a coalition cabinet under his 
leadership, he stated. 

"But later this morning,” 
Sophoulis declared, "the British 
minister called at my house and 
told me that according to his latest 
instructions received from the Brit- 
ish premier, any change in the 
present government is impossible.” 

Maj. Gen. Ronald M. Scobie, 
British military commander in 
Greece, then called at Sophoulis’ 
house, expressing his desire for the 


liberal leader’s support of the 
present Premier, Georges Papan- 
dreou. 


"IT answered that I fought all my 
life against dictatorship. If I sup- 
ported Papandreou, I’d be support- 
ing dictatorship,” Sophoulis told 
the correspondents. 

Armed units of ELAS continued 
to move toward the center of 
Athens today and heavy machine 
gun and mortar fire could be heard 
from the vicinity of Constitution 
Square all morning. Fierce fight- 
ing between Liberation Front troops 
and Royal Greek units was also 
reported from several other sectors 
of the city. ‘ 

This morning, British forces at- 
tackeq and captured the Athens 
headquarters of the Greek Com- 
munist party. Forty-two men and 
women were taken prisoner by the 
British. At the same time, troops 
of the Royal Greek Mountain Bri- 
gade surrounded and stormed the 


(Continued on page 8) 


Japs Smash Nearer 
To Heart Of China 


CHUNGKING, Dec. 6—The great 
Japanese offensive smashing to- 
ward the heart of Free China was 
15 miles closer to Kweiyang and 
Chungking today. Enemy spear- 
heads, clipping off a 15-miles-a- 
day pace now for the past four days 
were acknowledged by the Chinesé 
High Command to have moved 
within 60 miles of Kweiyang, capi- 
tal of Kweichow Province. 

Heavy fighting was in progress 
in the Tuhshan area over the 
Kweichow bc~der, Reuter’s reported, 
while refugees were pouring out of 
the battle area on trucks, carts and 
afoot along the highways leading 
to Chungking to the north or Kun- 
ming to-the west. 

The situation was being watched 
anxiously at Chungking, since the 
capture of Kweiyang would give 
the Japanese an airbase and supply 
base within 200 miles of Chungking 
and 250 miles of Kunming. Occu- 
pation of Kunming would make 
useless the new land supply route 
and pipeline being built from India. 

Meanwhile, Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek’s troops were marshalling 
to defend their capital city. The 
High Command said that Chinese 
regiments from northwest China 
were moving toward Kweichow 
Province. Some of them are prob- 
ably from the victorious divisiors 
that have swept the Nips out of 
the Salween River country where 
the Burma Road enters China. 

Other Chinese forces in Hunzn 
Province, northeast of Kweichow, 
were reported to be striking against 


(Continued on page 8), 
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No matter how grim the battle, there is usually ti 


% 





me for chow. Here, battle-stained and wet, 


Yank infantrymen somewhere in Germany waste no time getting to 2 little concoction dreamed | 
up by an on-the-ball mess sergeant. 


(Photo through PWB) 





Tokyo Firemen Alerted; 
Weather Hampers B-29s 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 6—Japanese authorities announced to- 


day plans to prevent fires in Tokyo. They have decided to build 
39 additional fire-prevention roads, the Tokyo radio said. Previ- 
ously it was reported that wide avenues were to be cut in con- 
gested areas to serve as firebreaks and to enable fire apparatus 
to move quickly to the scene of bombings. 

Meanwhile, Brig. Gen. H. S. Hansell, Jr., commander of the 
21st U. S. Bomber Command, said in an interview on Saipan that 
substantial damage had been in-+ 








Allied Ships, Planes 
Blast Adriatic Isle 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Dec. 6—Ships of the British 
Royal Navy and aircraft of the 
Balkan Air Force, in a combined 
sea and air operation, attacked the 
island of Lussino in the northern 
Adriatic on the morning of Dec. 3. 
The object of the joint attack was 






flicted upon Tokyo’s Musashino 
Aircraft Factory, but that the 
factory still is far from de- 
stroyed. 

Heavy cloud layers have pre- 
vented almost daily reconnaissance 
planes from obtaining accurate 
pictures of the destruction, he said. 
Weather conditions not only handi- 
capped observation of bombing re- 
sults but also interfered with the 
accuracy of bombing itself, he 
pointed ovt. In their last attack 
the B-29s encountered winds of 
nearly 200 miles per hour at the 
level at which they came in over 
the target. . 

A flyer commented: "You can 
imagine the terrific speed of our 
aerial battles over Tokyo. We were 
roaring away from the with 
a tailwind which ‘ brought — our 
ground speed up to about 500 miles 
an hour. Jap fighters in turn were 
approaching us at 400 miles an 
hour. You can calculate the speed 
with which we met and passed 
and the split-second nature of our 
gunnery as well as our bombing.” 

Japan today also took steps to 
protect itself from submarines as 
well as B-29s. War leaders called 
upon seamen to enlist in the Japa- 
nese submarine service to protect 
their cargo ships. transporting 
supplies to the battlefronts from 
U. 8. fleet and submarine attacks. 

Tokyo stressed the necessity of 
sending more and more reinforce- 
ments to Leyte Island in the Philip- 
pines. The broadcast said 
that Japanese submarines were 
finding it extremely difficult to at- 
tack American supply ships en 
rotfte to because of the U. S. 
network of surveillance. 

On Leyte itself. where rains are 
still hampering the fighting, Amer- 
ican ground forces were reported 
to have revulsed a Japanese night 
tank attack on a Yank roadblock 
in the’ Ormoc corridor. In the 
mountains east of Ormoc in the 
central portion of the front, Leyte 
doughboys aided by artillery mop- 
ped up a series of enémy strong- 
points. 


ETO Stars And Strines 
Nets 3,000,000 Dollars 


NEW YORK. Dec. 6—All profits 
made on the sale of The Stars 
and Strines published in the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations, are 
returned to the Enlisted Men’s 
Welfare Fund. Col. Ensley Llewel- 
lyn. director of the European edi- 
tions of the Army newspaper, said 
today. 

The colonel, who is in the States 
on a home leave, said that the 
paper in his area alone has made 
. > pe of re dollars 
since started ubl in 
April 1942, a 














































Jap War To Take 
3,000,000 Yanks 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
Approximately 3,000,000 U. S. sol- 
diers will be used against Japan 
after Germany’s defeat, the Office 
of War Information disclosed to- 
day in a report which said that 
Japan already has 4,000,000 men 
in the field and can equip and 
train an additional 2,000,000 with- 
out seriously damaging manpower 
reserves. 


In a detailed summation of the 
characteristics, equipment and or- 
ganization of Japanese troops based 
on War Department data, OWI 
said Japan "is nowhere near the 
bottom of the barrel in her fight- 
ing reserves” and can recruit added 
millions from subject nations. 

Revealing that the U. 8. Army 
now numbers 8,000,000 men—300,- 
000 more than the “peak” an- 
nounced in July—the report said 
that 4,000.000 are now serving over- 
Seas. It gave no indication of 
which men would be deployed 
against Japan after V-E Day. 


Spain Richfists Attack 
British Personnel--Eden 


LONDON, Dec. 6—British For- 
eign Secretary Anthony Eden to- 
day told members of the House of 
Commons that Spanish Falangists 
had made a further attack on 
British consular employees in 
Spain. 

Eden admitted that the British 
Government had failed to obtain 
identification and prosecution of 
the assailants. He stated, however, 
that his government was putting 

ssure on Franco to remove the 
ast remaining German agent in 
the North African “international 
zone” of Tangiers, which Pranco 
took over in 1940. 





Breakaway Attempt 


PARIS, Dec. 6 (UP) — Guy 
Bunau-Varilla, former publisher of 
the newspaper, Le Matin, who re- 
cently was arrested on a charge of 
collaboration, made a breakaway 
attempt this morning when he ap- 
peared for preliminary questioning 
before a magistrate. Taking ad- 
vantage of the fact that the hand- 
cuffs were removed, he slipped 
away from the guards but was 


the German "F” boats and sub- 
mersible craft base on the island, 
with the air elements employed to 
silence enemy gun batteries over- 
looking the base. 

Rocket-firing Beaufighters and 
Hurricanes silenced the guns, blew 
up an ammunition dump and at- 
tacked a powerhouse supplying the 
batteries, completely demolishing 
the top of the building. 

Meanwhile the destroyer Lamer- 

ton and an LCT opened up a heavy 
bombardment from the eastern side 
of the island, while the destroyer 
Wilton was closing in to short 
range. At the same time, the de- 
stroyers Brocklesby and Quantock 
with two MTBs, approached from 
the west and hammered the base 
from close range. 
One of the motor torpedo boats 
entered the harbor under enemy 
fire and destroyed three exoiosive 
motor craft, one of which was un- 
derway. A fourth boat was probably 
put out of action and all the enemy 
targets were severely damaged. 





AVIATION 


(Continued from page 1) 








third state and to stop for fuel or 
repairs, while in transit, so long 
as it does not discharge or take on 
passengers. 

That was one of the major goals 
of the United States delegation and 
while it had been assured several 
days ago that many countries would 
go along. the attitude of Great 
Britain now indicates acceptance 
may be universal. 

The Associated Press said the 
conference must take a final vote 
also on the following: (1) A gen- 
eral agreement which establishes 
an international civil aviation or- 
ganization and provides for world 
standards for flying; (2) a five free- 
doms document which adds addi- 
tional privileges to the two freedoms 
and which is optional: (3) an in- 
terim agreement to put into effect 
the terms of the main agreement 
pending its ratification: (4) a 
standard form of contract for ne- 
gotiations for air rights between 
countries. 

The chairmen of the delegations 
met to consider the election of a 
21-member council which would 
serve as an executive body of the 
forthcoming world organization and 
to select a seat of this body. Can- 
ada was understood to be ir. first 
place with France in second and 
Mexico in third 

One officio) said if Canada is 
chosen, the seat would be at Mon- 





caught after a brief chase. 


treal. 



























a 





Private Flies Shaene 
With 4-Star Orders 


AN 8TH AIR PORCE BOMBER 
STATION, England, Dec. 6 — 

hours after General 
Eisenhower had given his per- 
sonal orders for the trip, Pvt. 
Albert H. Wolfe, operaior of a 
refueling truck at this bomber 
station, sat by the bedside of his 
wife who was critically ill in Har- 
risburg, Pa. Wolfe was informed 
by doctors that his wife would 
recover but that their baby’s life 
could not be saved. He wes flown 
pened on the first available ATC 
D ) 


Beloian Left Wing 
Hits Power Politics 


BRUSSELS, Dec. 6—The Belgian 
left wing political groups are now 
basing the question of their support 
of the present Government of Pre- 
mier Hubert Pierlot on the slogan, 
"No more Munichs and no return 
*o prewar efforts to build up power 
bloes in western Europe,” Reuter’s 
reported today. 

Pierlot and his principal min- 
isters have made further progress 
in the task of broadening their ad- 
ministration, Reuter’s said, but po- 
litical observers in the Belgian capi-} 
tal are still convinced that the life 
of the Government hangs in the 
balance until the Socialists decide 
whether or not to break with the 
present cabinet and form a new 
coalition. Communist, Liberal and 
many Socialist deputies are known 
to be bitterly opposed to the ad- 
ministration in the field of foreign 
affairs. Reuter’s said. 

Considerable misgivings are 
voiced in the Belgian press and felt 
by the public as to the real trend 
of the policy of regional agreements 
in the west, Reuter’s stated. The 
uncertainty of the situation has 
given rise to numerous reports that 
Pierlot will resign within a week 
and that the government will be 
replaced by a 16-man administra- 
tion, including five Socialists, three 
Communists and two representa- 
tives of the resistance movements. 

Conversations between the Gov- 
ernment ard the executive commit- 
tee of the Socialist party continued 
today and it was stated that the 
Socialists have not yet accented or 
refused the offer of two further 
posts in a reconstituted government. 
Reuter’s reported. 


Jews Holding Swedish 
Passports Threatened 


STOCKHOLM, Dec. 6—The Sa- 
lazi Government of Hungary to- 
day informed the Swedish Gov- 
ernment that it will apply its new 
and severe anti-Jewish laws to 4,- 
500 Hungarian Jews holding Swed- 
“protection” passports, unless 
Sweden officially recognizes the 
Salazi regime. 

Sweden granted special passports 
to Hungarian Jews with relatives 
in Sweden when the Salazi gov- 
ernment started new Jewish per- 
secutions. If the Hungarian pup- 
pet regime’s attempt at diplomatic 








longer recognize Swedish vassports 
and the Jews will be liable to im- 
prisonment, deportation and con- 
fiscation of property. 


blackmail fails, Hungary will no 


Robberies, Killings 
Told At Gang Trial 
Of French Gestapo 


PARIS, Dec. 6—Large scale rob. 
beries totaling hundreds of millions 
of franes carried out by the "Ges. 
tapo gang” led by former Police tn. 
spector Pierre Bony. and Henrj 
Lafont, alias Chamberlin were Te- 
vealed during yesterday's hearing 
Reuter’s reported today. 7 

Lafont was said to heave acted 
as fence for the sale of silver stolen 
from the United States Embassy 
and sold for 20,000,000 francs. The 
gang also stole 27,000,000 francs 
worth of gold and jewelrv from a 
woman named Collard. When the 
booty was divided, a fierce quarre} 
broke out and three members of 
the gang were killed by their own 
pals. 

The judge 
Charlies Delval and Maurice Tate, 
both of whom belonged to the re- 

movement but who are 
accused of having sold their sery. 
ices to the Gestapo. Delval is 
charged with taking German police 
to a meeting place of patriots. one 
of whom escaped by jumping ont 
of a window, but all the others 
were tortured and some were ex. 
ecuted. 

The crowded courtroom became 
demonstrative when the prosecuting 
counsel, comparing French opris- 
oners in Germany with the defend- 
ants, exclaimed. “One hair on the 
head of one of owr prisoners in 
Germany is more precious than 
all ‘the heads of the 12 priconers 
in the dook. and we shall cet these 
heads.” e neople applauded for 
several minutes. 

The attorney for the gane lesder, 
Lafont, attempted to save his client 
on the technical plea that he was 
a naturalized German and there- 
fore the court was not comnctent 
to judee him. The nrosecvting 
counsel, Reboul. who has a long 
record of work with the resistance 
movement. tumved up and roared 
at the prisoner: i 

"Your naturalization is one of 
the crimes with which I charee you, 
and you shell not shelter behind this 
crime for the law does not recog- 
nize the leealitv of an act which 
is committed with freuduient in- 
tention.” 

Parlier the imdze recited for the 
benefit of the fury the crimes com- 
mitted bv three of the accused, 
Pierre Clavie, nenhew of L2«font: 
Louis Hare and Andre Ancel. The 
ivdge said that the men were not 
heing tried for these crimes at this 
trial but that the furv should know 
what menner cf men these were. 
In June. 1944. the judge said. the 
three assassinated "in a mean. foul 
and horrible manner” two women, 
Mme. Derievx and Mile. Ancveny, 
her companion. Clavie ard his 
companions. the judee ssid. tor- 
tured Mme. Derieux to get the num- 
ber ard combination of her safe 
and when she revealed her secret. 
they killed her. Thev then crt up 
her body. boiled the mutilated c*- 
daver in the kitchen boiler and 


" mext interrogateg 


stuffed the remains into sacks. 


Villa To Vaticon 


ROME. Dec. 6—Myron C. Taylor, 
President Roosevelt’s person! rep- 
resentative to the Vatican. nlans to 
present a second villa to the Holy 
See after Christmas. it was dis- 
closed today. The villa. know” as 
“La Bedia.” is near Florenve. T°V- 
lor presented the Holy See with 





"Schifanoia.” also near Florence, 
some time ago. 


— 





Swedish Press Demands 


Nazi Agents’ Expulsion 





STOCKHOLM, Dec. 6 The 
Swedish press campaign against 
the activities of the Nazi Gestapo 
in Sweden wes climaxed today by a 
demand that German agents should 
be “thrown out immediately.” ac- 
cording to an Associated Press 
dispatch. 

”’There is no reason to believe that 
Stockholm is the real center of the 
Gestapo’s foreign activity and that 
many threads run together here,” 
the Goeteborg Handels och Sjoe- 
farts Tidning declared. "Nothing 
can prevent us from telling Berlin 
openly that we cannot accept 
agents for the secret police as poli- 
tical representatives in Stockholm. 
and at the same time ask the Ger- 
man Foreign Office to recall all 
those disqualified for that reason.” 

The Swedish press in recent 
weeks bas been busily uncovering 
Nazi Gestapo centers and agents. 
the AP said. Two outstanding 
agents, von Gossler. head of the 





German Tourist Bureau, and Hans 
Metzger, former press attache In 
Helsinki, recently left Stockholm 
at the request of the Swedish ‘0v- 
ernment. ‘ 

Reports reaching the Swedish 
capital from inside Germany s0¢ak 
of armed clashes between anti- 
Nazis in the newly set-up Volks- 
sturm and Heinrich Himmler's SS 
units. Disorders were said to havé 
occurred in the industrial cities ¢ 
Duisburg. Dusseldorf. Dortmun 
and Cologne 

Members of the Volkssturm 4): 
though they have not been issuc 
arms on a large scale. were said fo 
have procured weapons on ben 
black market. One report said - 
a train carrying troons wes ea 
ine gunned bv anti-Nazis beter’ 
Coloene and Hamm. In Dv<n"-2 
clashes occurred between th’ ce 
and hostile crowds and sever! 4 
troops are renorted to have fee 
ambushed and killed. 
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qharsday, December 7, 1944 
ns as 


DORSEYS GO TO COURT 






Jive chanteuse Pat Dane is dolled in the smartest Beverly Hills 
fashion as she and husband Temmy 


Dorsey, trembone idol of 


trial in Les 


America’s swing set, appear at the opening of their assault 
Angeles. 





Everything But Pie-Throwing 
Sparks Daffy Dorsey Trial 


By Army News Service 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 6 — The 
daffy Dorsey trial, now in its second 
week, was still in a welter of con- 
fusion yesterday. 

The prosecution has _ yelled 
"uncle’ and said it doesn’t have 
the necessary evidence to convict 
bandleader Tommy and Mrs. Dor- 
sey and their friend Allen Smiley 


* on charges of feloniously assault- 


ing movie actor Jon Hall, without 
any explanation on or off the 
record. 

The 
motion for dismissal made by 
Deputy District Attorney Edwin 
Myers. 

"It is the feeling of the District 
Attorney’s office that it cannot 
sponsor testimony such as we have 
had in the case,” said Myers. "I 
couldn’t conscientiously ask a jury 
to convict anybody on such testi- 
mony.” 

But with the court’s ruling, the 
state is stuck with its case or what’s 
left of it 

Hall tolq. varying accounts of 
what happened and finally con- 
cluded that although he was pretty 
badly beaten and cut and almost 
lost the end of his nose, he could 
not put the finger on anybody. 
He said he wouldn’t want to be 
convicted of anything on the kind 
of testimony he had given. 


ICAZA AT BAT 


Then came YIcaza—Anthony Is- 
mael Icaza, swarthy Panamanian 
actor. He’s the fellow who sued 
Dorsey for 40,000 dollars damages 
alleging he suffered injuries at the 
Dorsey wingding in celebration of 
Mrs. Dorsey’s 26th birthday. 

Dorsey’s counsel, Isaac Pacht, 
tried to trip up ‘Tony on the deposi- 
tion he made when he filed a ctvil 
action against the “sentimental 
gentleman of swing.” 

The document, he contended, was 
shot full of errors. Some of them, 
he intimated, must have been _ 


on Hall’s head and Mrs. Dorsey 
do a stint of 4 ptu sur 
on Hall's nose with a kitchen knife. 

"What kind of a hold did Hall 
have on Tommy Dorsey while they 
Were fighting?” asked Pacht. 

He haq him in a padlock,” 
Teaza responded (other witnesses 
said it was a headlock, but Tony 
has his own way of sizing up 
things.) 

Tony even took over the ques- 
tioning himself at times when 
Pacht asked him what Dorsey 
doing to Hall during the fight. 
Icaza moved to strike out the aues- 
tion. Judge Arthur Crum did the 
strikine. He told the jury to disre- 
gard Tony's question. 

The defense is going to move for 
@ mistria! as soon as the state has 
finished. If the motion is denied, 
Dorsey and his wife anq Smiley 
es 





» 

Doesn’t Know Faye 
pV ASHINGTON, Dec. 6 — Mrs. 
— Roosevelt said yesterday 
a had never seen her new daugh- 

in law, the former Fay Emer- 


Son, either lly or in the 
ig , @ screen act- 
Eliott married 


oa Sw. 
of the Preston’ and lame Feces 
velt, at Grand Canyon, Ariz. 


court denied « surprise|* 


are ready to take the stand. They 
contend Icaza wasn’t anywhere ir’ 
the apartment while the fight was 
going on. 

After court had adjourned for 
the day, Judge Crum declined to 
explain his denial to reporters who 
flocked around the bench. 


NO EXPLANATION 


"When I denied the motion, I 
closed my mouth and I’m keeping 
it closed now. Regardless of how 
the jury is instructed, it will read 


papers. 

“It'll all come out all right,” 
Miss Dane predicted, patting her 
husband's arm. "This just means 
it'll drag out that much longer, 
that’s all.” 

During the proceedings Miss 
Dane, wearing the snug azure blue 
suit and same Dutch bonnet she’s 
worn for five days, sat with her 
legs crossed. She told reporters 
she’d just received word today that 
she has been voted by a group of 
Army men as the “girl we'd most 
like to have warm up our Nissen 
hut up here in Alaska.” 


Secret Service Describes 
Catching _Counterfeiters 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (ANS) 
—Chief Frank J. Wilson of the 
United States Secret Service dis- 
closed today that American au- 
thorities had apprehended and 
broken up a gang of counterfeiters 
of invasion currency in Sicily soon 
after the Allied armies overran the 
Mediterranean island. 

He said that a Sicilian gang got 
busy with printing presses in Pa- 
lermo and Terrasini and were turn- 
ing out the kind of folding money 
which American soldiers were 
spending. He added that the gang 
"hardly had a chance to get 
started before they were appre- 
hended by military intelligence and 
dealt with promptty.” 

The ring, he declared, consisted 
of 39 Italians. Wilson believed that 


8eTY | the capture rounded up all eon- 


nected with the money manufac- 
turing business and broke up. the 
racket. He said he had anticipated 
trouble with counterfeiting of in- 
vasion currency and was well 
pleased that this had been the 
only case so far as was known in 
which false invasion currency had 
been manuf 4 


ves/Britt Presented DSC, 


His Tenth Decoration 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 — Capt. 
Maurice L. (Footsie) Britt, former 
college and professional football 
star and the most decorated sol- 
dier of World War I, received his 
tenth award, the Distinguished 

rvice Cross, today at a ceremony 

New York City climaxing the 
6th War Loan Drive. 

Britt,. who lost his right arm in 
action at Anzio with the 3rd Divi- 
sion, is now studying law at the 
University of Arkansas while on 
leave awaiting a medical discharge. 
He is the nation’s first hero to 
Silver Star, the Distin- 

Cress and the 


wear the 


Congress Considers 
Program To Build 
6,000 Airfields 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
vil Aeronautics Administra 


Se 


over the nation, 
it was indicated on Capitol Hill 
today. 

Congress asked the CAA. to whip 
report together so it could 
what to expect in civil avia- 
may do something 
year or wait until 


experts say and think is 
,000 civilian aircraft 


i 


5 FE = 
aoa re 
Hue 
dy 
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CAA wants to improve 1,625 

them and add 3,050 more. The 
total read over a five to 
be shared 


ts. Congress can figure out 
the share for each. 


MORE PRIVATE FIELDS 


There would be a great empha- 
sis on increasing the number of 
airports and fields for small pri- 
vately owned passenger planes. 
There are 1,148 of that type air- 
port now. The total can be raised 
to almost 3,000 by building 1,806 
new ones. This means a lot of 
little towns would benefit. 

Giant airports—capable of hand- 
ling the biggest planes—would not 
be neglected. There are 760 of 
them. The CAA would add 42 more 
but every state would get new ‘air- 
ports of one kind or another. 4 

Why is the CAA so optimistic 
about the growth of civilian fly- 
ing? There will be plane plant fa- 
cilities to turn out planes and air- 
minded men by the millions. The 
CAA says there will be at the end 
of the war approximately 350,000 
Army and Navy pilots and 150,000 
civilian pilots and students. 

Also interested in flying will be 
2,500,000 men trained by the armed 
forces in other aviation skills and 
almost an equal number employed 
in aviation factories and to these 
250,000 students who are taking 
aeronautical courses in high schools 
each year. There is a total of 6,- 
000,000 potential fliers. 


FLIERS ON INCREASE 


The CAA says that if only one 
out of four took up flying as a 
vocation or avocation after the 
war there would be 1,500,000 air- 
port users, plus millions of prospec: 
tive airline travelers. 

The CAA is looking toward the 
future in two directions: develop- 
ment of flying for civilian use and 
development of fliers and airports 
for military use if ever needed. 

The CAA says that to realize the 
maximum economic and military 
benefit of this vast potential the 
utility of the airplane must be in- 
creased. This calls for airports near 
potential flyers’ homes or places 
of business and near recreational 
areas, national parks and other 





places to which they might want 
to fly. 


President 


Outlines 


Work Of UNRRA 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 6—President Roosevelt, making his first 
report to Congress on the work of the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Atiministration, said yesterday that the liberated 
people of Europe will be able to supply over 90 percent of their 
ee 4 other basic needs this winter. 

ng emergency needs in the liberated areas are still 
being met largely from military relief supplies, the President told 





FIC To Investigate 
Cigarette Shortage 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
The Federal Trade Commission 
going to try its hand at finding out 
where the cigarettes have 


: tigation, 

He announced today that the 
FTC had agreed to make it and 
try to learn whether any breaking 
of laws had contributed to the smoke 
s . Wheeler said he under- 
stood that both the manufacture 
and distribution of cigarettes would 
be covered in the inquiry under the 
terms of the Sherman and Clayton 
Antitrust Acts. 

Government agencies and trade 
sources have said that more cigar- 
ettes are being manufactured than 
ever before and that more are avail- 
able for civilian purchase than in 
any year except 1943. Suggested 
explanations of the fact that they 
are scarce at the cigar counters, 
have ranged from more smokers, 
through depletion of stocks by 
Christmas gift buying for service- 
men overseas, to panic buying and 
hoarding. 

The Senate War Investigating 
Committee has agreed on a prelim- 
inary investigation but has set no 
hearings yet. Wheeler said he wrote 
the commission on complaints that 
no cigarettes were to be had in his 
home state and added "The situa- 
tion in Montana is the same as it 
is everywhere else, I suppose.” 


RALEIGH, N. C., Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
It’s people who are nervously drag- 
ging away on cigarettes and frown- 
ing over the cigarette shortage that 
are making the situation so acute, 
observers in cigarette manufactur- 
ing cities said yesterday. 

In Durham, N. C., where one- 
fourth of the country’s cigarettes 
are manufactured, retailers blame 
the increasing shortage on Saint 
Nick and a game called "ring 
around the rosy.” 

Drug store manager E. C. Green 
explained, "It’s a ring around the 
rosy game which works like this: 
Because the popular brand of cigar- 
ettes are not always available they 
caught the public’s fancy as ideal 
Christmas gifts, so some people 
began buying an extra pack when- 
ever they could and put them away 
as future gifts. This made the 
shortage more acute, which made 
the cigarettes more desirable as 
gifts, which caused more people 
to want to give them. It’s a dizzy 
circle with the result that the 
shortage becomes progressively 
more acute.” 








WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 — The 
Senate Military Committee, bick- 
ering over the Army’s promotion 
system, met today to pass on the 
elevation of 97 officers to brigadier 
and major general’s ranks. 

While indications pointed to 
speedy approval of the list, Sen. 
Albert B. Chandler (D., Ky.) told 
a reporter there was a great deal 
of grumbling among members that 
regular Army officers were getting 
all the breaks in the war with 
quickened promotions. - 

Chandler pointed out, according 
to the Associated Press, that out 
of the 97 officers recommended— 
nine for their second star and the 
remainder for their first — only 
five were in the reserve category 
and six in the Army of the Uni- 
ted States. The latter is comprised 
of duration soldiers. 

While he agreed that professional 
ighters seemed. to be moving up 
faster than citizen soldiers, Sen. 
Edwin C. Johnsen (D. Col.) said 
that it is pretty hard for reserves 
and National Guardsmen to qual- 
ify for the rank of general under 
the established rules. He pointed 


“a 








guished Service 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 





out that colonels are rated on a 


Senate Group Grumbling 
Over Stars For Generals 


By Army News Service 


10 year service record in that 
rank—and lower ones in winning 
advancement to brigadiers. 

The committee was also split on 
the question of giving promotion 
priority to men in combat ever of- 
ficers on duty at home. Sen. Chan 
Gurney (R., S. D.) held up Senate 
action last week on 36 overseas 
nominations, declaring that the 
whole list of 97 ought to be con- 
sidered together. 

He contended that a man as- 
signed to Washington or some other 
domestic post was only obeying 
orders and ought not to be penal- 
ized by being dubbed a "Pentagon 
general” and having his promo- 
tion delayed. 

Meanwhile, the inability of Con- 
gressional committees to reach 
agreement threatened to ditch Ad- 
ministration requested legislation 
creating five star officer ranks in 
the Army and Navy. 

House Rules Committee members 
said prfvately today that they are 
just about ready to wash their 
hands of the whole matter because 
the House Military and Naval Com- 


mittee have failed to get together | ing 


on whether promotions should be 
permanent or temporary. 





the lawmakers that field supply 
operations "are likeli; to begin 
shortly in some areas.” 

In a letter of transmittal 
pointing out the desperate con- 
ditions which prevail in many lib- 
erated countries, Mr. Roosevelt 
said: "The enemy has been ruthless 
beyond measure. The Nazis insti- 
tuted a deliberate policy of starva- 


is| tion, persecutien and plunder which 


Stripped millions of people of 
everything which could be de- 
Stroyed or taken away.” 


MILLIONS SPENT 


Covering the three months ending 
Sept. 30, the reporé showed an 
actual cash outlay of 4,250,000 dol- 
lars and allocations totaling 353,- 
000,000 dollars out of 800,000.000 
dollars thus fer appropriated in 
American funds. The allocations 
have been earmarked for food, 
clothing, medical supplies and 
other types of necessary equip- 
ment. America’s participation in 
the 44-nation UNRRA was author- 
ized last March and effectuated by 
executive order in July. An agere- 
gate of 1,350,000,000 dollars was 
pledged as this country’s total 
share. 


The President said UNRRA's 
role in the majority of cases is to 
help meet critical deficits of specific 
types of supplies in some areas. 

"Without such a program there 
would be every reason to expect 
conditions to get beyond coxtrol 
and famine and pestilence to 
sweep across large areas, taking 
millions of lives and endangering 
our victory,” he said. 

The Chief Executive pointed out 
that liberating Allied armies have 
found conditions in some sections 
to be "worse than we anticinveted 
and in other sections not as bad. 
Generally. however, there nas been 
a@ wide extent of suffering and pri- 
vation and the job ahead is great.” 

FOOD IS NEEDED 

The report spoke of acute food 
shortages in many lands, part'cu- 
larly in cities. It said exposure due 
to lack of clothing haq killed as 


many people as starvation. It inen- 
tioned “seriously lowered resist- 
ance” to disease, and said thou- 


sands of children had died from 
malnutrition 
Displaced persons also present a 


problem, the report said, pointing 
out that, "It is estimated that over 
20 million men, women and 
children in Europe have been 


driven, or have fled, from their 
homes and have been separated 
from their families.” This wiil re- 
sult in the greatest migration in 
modern times when these peonle are 
returned, the renort added 

Describing UNRRA's philosonhy 
as "helping people who heln them- 
selves,” the President sad that 
UNRRA does not intend to treat 
liberated peopies as if they were 
international wards dependent for 
existence upon the charity of the 
world, commenting that they 
would be the first to resent and 
reject such an attitude. 


Chamo Farmers Groun 
Adds Four New Members 


CHICAGO, Dec. 6 (ANS)—The 
Champion Farmers Association of 
America yesterday announced the 
selection of four new members, 
chosen for their achievements in 
the farming field. 

The men, first to be added by 
the association in three years, 
were selected from a list of candi- 
dates nominated by farm leaders 
throughout the country. 

They are: Lewis Zimmerman, 
Lehighton, Pa.; M. P. Moore, Sena- 
toba, Miss.; Oscar Johnson, Scott, 
Miss. and Earl Elijah, Clarence, Ia. 

The association is holding its 
first wartime conference in con- 
junction with the Chicago Fat 
show. Its 126 members represent 
40 states. 


On Warpath 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Dec. 6 
—An Indian mother and son com- 
bination is on the warpath. Mrs. 
Lucy Candelaria, 45-year-old 
Apache, joined the WAC, inform- 
recruiters that she hoped 
thereby to hasten the return of her 
son. 24, who is overseas, 
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Male Nurse 


Dear Editor: 

In expressing my thought in this 
writing, I believe that I can readily 
say, on behalf of all the men nurses 
who are at present serving in this 
and other theaters of operation, 
that their viewpoints differ little 
from my own in the following: 

I am a gradua:2 registered male 
nurse, having enlisted in the Army 
as a private and served the routine 
basic training. At the present time, 
I am a surgical technician. In mak- 
ing a comparison with that of a 
female nurse, who enters the serv- 
ice with the rank of commissioned 
officer, the position held is far su- 
perior in capacity to that of a male 
nurse. In view of equal knowledge 
and qualifications, men nurses have 
not attained equal recognition. 
Since there is a shortage of nurses, 
it would seem to be a far sighted 

licy to accept them on equal 

is. There are many in the States 
and overseas serving as privates 
whose experience has never been 
utilized to the fullest’ capacity. 

It is true also that all place- 
ments cannot be maintained cor- 
rectly. However, with active Nurse 
Corps in existence and the invalu- 
able assistance rendered by men 
in the field of Urological and Psy- 
chiatric Nursing, in which a major- 
ity have specialized, there should be 
some provision made to remedy 
this situation. 

—T-3 Stanley E, Mitchell 


| Wonder 


Dear Editor: 

In a recent issue of The Stars 
and Stripes, I read the articles 
"Farce” and Trade.” I think it is 
just so much bitching. I wonder 
does Pvt. Marchant know that Joe 
Louis has been and is the sport 
favorite of thousands of GIs who 
in the hospitals and camps over- 
seas have had their first and in 
some cases onlv chance to see him. 
I think any GI who serves over- 
seas 1s worthy of a furlough, if he 
is fortunate enough to get back to 
the States. 

I wonder if Cpl. Bell were in a 
similar position would he refuse a 
furlough because some pals of his 
out of the Ist, 3rd. 9th and 34th 
Divisions were on MP duty in Italy. 
But we each have to wait our turn. 
Yours will come. Joe simply beat 
you to it. —Pvt. Gerard Jennings 





Gl Jockies 


Dear Editor: 
I hope you will be good enough 
to publish this letter. I'm address- 
ing this to all drivers of U. 8. Army 
vehicles. It happened again just 
the other day, another little gir] 
had the iife crushed out of her by 
an army truck. “The driver was 
speeding through town when he 
should have been creeping along. 
Lots of innocent little kids have 
lost their lives in this manner 
simply because thoughtless drivers 
speed through town trying to do 
nothing but show off. 
Drivers, there’s no need for you 
speeding throug® small towns. 
These people see GI trucks from 
dawn till dusk. You may think that 
they are impressed with your 
flashy driving. Well, they’re not. 
Why try to show how good you are 
by speeding? 
These poor people have a pretty 
tough life as it is. Why add to 
their burdens by running. down 
their kids? Why not drive slow 
through town? What’s the rush? 
—Pfe. Fred Sciortino 





Restorations 


Dear Editor: 
Somehow, one often gets the 
strong impression that in TIfaly 
more time, effort and money are 
being expended on the care and 
restoration of dead art than on 
the rehabilitation of live civilians. 
For one instance: recently in 
Stars and Stripes an article dis- 
cussed a shortage of tentage facili- 
ties for temporary civilian housing 
in the Cassino area. On the oppo- 
site page, an article on the art of 
Pisa extolled how certain works of 
art were protected under a large 
canvas. 
Now, art is a fine thing when 
you have ample food, clothing and 
Shelter, but as yet no one has 
offered 13th century tiles to children 
suffering from malnutrition. It 
might be pointed out that a great 
artistic past did not prevent the 
rise and continuance of Fascism 
for 20 years. 
The future of Italy, our con- 
cern, is not going to be assured by 
medieval pageants. or famous fres- 
coes, but by the people. Let’s re- 
tain cur American common sense 
and put the human beings first 
in our “restoration.” 
—T-Segt. Robert Wronker 








Puptent Poets 





The Gothic Line 


To Lost Comrade 
He grew, full chest, 
Brawny, stealthy 
From eight pounds: 
(He stands now heaving hot breath 
In cold air 
And fires destruction . . .) 
Swollen into manhood 
By food, 
And thought, 
A man for men, 
A power— 
A living creed. 


But, at eighteen 

And softly sheltered 

He felt a call to arms 

"What in the course of twenty-four 
chimes 

Have I done 

To deserve the Golden Belt or the 
Spurs? 

Ard what have I done but set 

___ perched 

Upon a decaying bench in Central 
Park?” 


(Stagenant figures upon the eyes 
Do flicker reflections of the moon 
And lazily they bloom 

Now upon the streets, cold and rot- 


ten 
Lie bodies 
Naked!) 


Full chest. brawny, stealthy. 

And bodies full of steel 

And his— 

Fighting on the Gothic Line 

Now upon the ground 

Cold and worn: 

He is once again at the door of 
discovery— 

Opened as the eye is shut. 


Not Without A Song 


(Song of an Unknown Soldier) 


call, I join your valiant throng, 

And death shall find me battle- 
struck but not without a song. 

Oh, you, who work behind the 
lines, you never &now the thrill 

Of bugle call and bullet whine, of 
music never still. 

And you. who love and cannot 
know the comfort of my arms, 

IT would not trade the cannon roar 
for all your mocking charms. 
And you, who. love in silent vain 

the agony of birth, 

Your head hold high. for you have 
wrought the noblest work on 
earth, 

And do not mourn the soldier’s lot, 
not let your fierce heart break. 
How sweet it is to die when life’s 

own sweetness is at stake! 
—Set. Edward R. Schapiro 


Ode To War 


Oh, destructive, murderous thing 
you be, 
Who make men tremble at thought 
of thee. 
Your dreaded shadow cast o’er the 
planet, 
Engulfs in darkness all those who 
man it; 
Suffering and sorrow»you bring 
untold, 
Desreving men both young and 
old, 





Your deadly fingers widely spread, 
You reach for the living and laugh 
at the dead. 


Oh, you, who died at country’s] tated 


tion of mud and push brooms. To- 
morrow is another question. It is 


mixed.” 


IN THE 5TH ARMY MUD—De- 
Lueia, Harrigan and Hotz are en- 
gineers. An. engineer is a soldier 
respected by ldiers, a man of 
dignity. He makes the wheels go) 
round. He keeps the army moving 
forward, foot by foot, yard by yard, 
mile by mile. He follows up the 
infantry, keeping the roads open; 
he comes to deep gorges where the 











Germans have ‘blasted away cen- 
tury-old spans and builds Bailey 
bridges across them; he goes ahead | 
of the infantry with mine detectors | 
to clear the roads. 

An engineer is a man of the! 
earth, solid, substantial, depend-| 
able. Give him the job to do and| 
the tools to do it with and let him | 
work. Give him a lever long enough 
and a fulcrum strong enough and 
a place to stand and he’ll move the) 
earth. 
So they gave them a push broom: | 
apiece, DeLucia, Harrigan and Hotz. | 
A broom, push, with handle, to| 
sweep away the mud on a road that | 
leads up from Highway 65 to head- | 
quarters on @ day when the rain, 
made mud faster ‘than a push 
broom could get rid of it. The 
company commander spoke to them 
in the morning and said: 
"On this road which leads to 
headquarters there is much mud. 
To keep it clear of mud is one mis- 
sion assigned to this company to- 
day. And this mission is, in turn, 
assigned to DeLucia. to Harrigan 
and to Hotz.” 
They went out with their squad 
leader, whose name was Smith. Cpl. 





Smith gave them the push brooms 
and said that it was a new idea 
to push mud with brooms and not 
his idea at all. 

"It was somebody else’s idea com- 
pletely to push mud with brooms,” 
the corporal] explained to his squad. 
The three mud pushers went to 
work early in the morning. It was 
already raining. The rain streaked 
down on the mud roag and the 
faster went the broom of DeLucia, 
the faster streaked the rain. When 
Harrigan pushed the mud slowly, 
it piled up in front of his broom 
and then oozed over the top; when 
he pushed it fast, the mud oozed 
out from the sides of the broom. 
Hotz of Chicago, being a private 
first class, looked at the mud and 
at Harrigan and LeLucia and medi- 


"There’s not much you can do 
with mud. It’s not earth, so you 
can’t plant it, and it’s not water, 
so you can’t drink it. Why not 
leave mud enough alone?” 
Harrigan pushed the mud and 
then got out of the way of an 
ont command car and 
then leaned on his push broom and 
thought: 

"Here I am, formerly of an air- 
plane factory in the States, now 
pushing mud at the end of a push 
broom. Now why not try a digni- 
fied idea? Why not use an air 
compressor and an air hose and a 
water tank and wash away the 
mud insted of pushing it away? 
Pappy, they will say, what did you 
do in the war? Spalpeens, I’ll have 
to answer, I was a mud pusher on 
the Italien front.” 

"Who thought of it first,” said 
DeLucia to himself, pushing a pool 
of mud over the roadbank onto a 
paesano’s farm. "Does it go up to 
the high command? Is it a matter 
for generals to decide that a man 
push mud on a dirt road that is 
all mud and that the more mud 
you push away, the more mud there 
is to push after it?” 

"It is a matter beyond the high 
command,” reflecteqg Cpl. Smith. 
“And it is better not to say too 
much about it. Today it is a ques- 


better not to get the questions 








—Pvt. Howard Robinson 


—Pte. O. Herd, NZEF 


sector in which the major stand 


the Rhine apparently been selected 
as the area beyond which no fur- 
ther retreat can be made on the 
western front. 


the mythical hero of the Nibelun- 
genlied, a German epic hero who 
slew dragons and performed great 
feats with almost 
strength, 
Cleve, opposite Arnhem in a gen- 
eral southerly direction to Saar- 
lautern, southeasterly to Karls- 
ruhe and then along the east bank 
of the Rhine to an undetermined 
| mor from the Swiss border near 
asel. 


“cracked” or 
Aachen south to Trier have dis- 
closed that the main defenses were 
staggered rows of huge concrete 
pillboxes so spaced that a comtinu- 
ous fire front could be maintained 
against forces approaching from 
the west. Studding the areas be- 
tween these "pillboxes in depth” 
were irregularly spaced antitank 
concrete posts and mazes of barbed 
wire 

















”Footprints. God, 








wotta monster.” 





Task On Siegfried Line 
Similar To One On Gothic 





American troops in Germany are 
finding much the same difficulty in 
"cracking” the Siegfried Line that 
5th and 8th Army forces here in 
Italy have run into with the 
vaunted Gothic Line. 

Aachen, first sizeable German city 
to be taken by the Allies on the 
western front was often called the 
"Cassino of the Siegfried Line.” It 
was regardeg as one of the key 
hinges of the Line. It was occupied 
on Oct. 20 after having been al- 
most reduced to rubble by one of 
the great artillery and aerial] bar- 
rages of the war. 

Yet, more than a month later, 
two American armies, the lst and 
the 9th,-superbly equipped and ably 
led, still are fighting within less 
than a 25-mile radius north, north- 
east and east of the city. 


Why? 

A parallel] well may be drawn be- 
tween the situation confronting 
these American troops in Germany 
and the Allied forces at the ap- 
proaches to the Po Valley. 

NATURAL BULWARKS BEST 

A so-called "Line” with its man- 
made fortifications may be 
cracked” but the natural features 
to the rear of that line, manned 
by first class troops committed to 
an all-out defense of that area, 
may present an. even greater obsta- 
cle. 

Even as the German High Com- 
mand apparently deemed the ap- 
proaches to the Po Valley as the 


in Italy must be made, so has the 
great Ruhr Valley to’ the north 
and east of Aachen and west of 


The Siegfried Line, named after 


superhuman 


extends, roughly, from 


ZIG-ZAG DEFENSES 


Sections of the line already 
“penetrated” from 


The walls of these pillboxes were 


of such thickness that they with-/| ag 
stood the heaviest artillery bar- 





—Sgt. MILTON LEHMAN 





rages. For the most part they were 


times. 


that th will be easie 
Julich 2 are taken an —— 
Roer crosi d the bar 
and before the Rhine lies the E 
another river which may prove 
tough a barrier as has the Roer. 


tioned 
Stripes for having 


British officer and not in t 


overcome by what might best be 
described as infiltration tactics. 

Allied ground .troops, operating 
under the cover of heavy artillery 
and air support, entrenched them- 
selves in foxholes at the approaches 
to the pillboxes. Rifiemen then 
kept the pillbox defenders away 
from the firing slits while engineers 
pianted heavy explosive charges 
which eventually caved in the con- 
crete roofs. It was a matter of 
bayonet work from then on in. 
‘But the difficulties, as the Amer- 
ican troops soon found, only had 
begun when the pillboxes had been 
overrun. 


PIN POINT TOWNS 


The heavily-populated Ruhr area 
is a series of small towns, many 
of which are so tiny that they do 
not even appear on the maps. And 
small streams, which at this time 
of the year are at a flood stage, 
lace the lowlands. 

The Germans, masters of defense 
strategy anq disengaging move- 
ments, have employed these fea- 
tures as fully as they have the ter- 
rain to the north of Florence. 

Almost every house in these “one- 
horse towns” has been converted 
into a miniature fort. Some small 
shops have common cellars with 
reinforced walls and are well sup- 
plied with arms and supplies 80 
that each can be defended by the 
proprietors of the establishments or 
taken over by the army. Other 
cellars are interconnected, yet steel 
doors have been erected that can 
be quickly shut to seal off one set- 


tion from another. 


The fighting has been grim. Pro- 
gress nes been measured in yards 
and @ number of these small towns 
have changed hands a number 0 


The American troops in this se 


tor has been converging on the r=! 
towns of Julich and Duren on i 
line of the Roer River and astri 
highways leading to the st Der 
dustrial cities of Cologne and on 
sehiorf. Julich already has 
entered. Duren is but of 
away from forward elements 
the Ist Army. 


eat in- 


three miles 


But there is no reason 


sed. For beyon 


The Siegfried Line may be "pene: 


tr ” but so was the G y 
And ‘Gologne and Dusseldorf = 
be as tough or tougher to r* 
than has Bologna. 


—Sgt. DON WILLIAMS 
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on of Merit, Officer at 





for organizing Naval press . . 
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S. Navy, as reported. 
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Soviets Bluff Japs 
To Aid U. S. Fliers 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 6—The story this week of the escape 
of a forced-down U. S. bomber crew in Russia after Jimmy Doo- 


little’s raid on Tokyo was merely 


a peaceful prologue to the escape 


story which Drew Pearson, Washington columnist, reported to- 


day. 


Pearson’s tale concerned another bomber crew which had also 


been forced down after the same historic raid. Before this crew 





escaped, however, 
serve as the objective in a tank 
*battle”’ between Russian and 
Japanese forces. 

The plane developed a leak in 
its gas line after dropping its 
bomb load on Tokyo. Aware that he 
could not make friendly Chinese 
territory, the pilot set his course for 
Soviet Siberia, figuring he might 
barely be able to reach dry land. 
Internment, he figured, was better 
than execution When the fuel gave 
out he landed on the best flat 
stretch he could find. without know- 
ing where he was. e 

As the crew of the plane crawled 
out, wrote Pearson, a column of 
tanks appeared over a nearby hill. 
The airmen climbed back into their 
plane and prepared to make a fight 
for it, but finally saw the Soviet 
red star on the leading tank and 
got out of the plane again. 

YANK MEETS RUSSIAN 

The pilot walkeq forward to talk 
with the Soviet major who had 
jumped out of the leading tank. 
Using English, gestures, and one or 
two words of Russian, the airman 
tried to explain how he happened 
to be there. 

Finally, the Russian officer stop- 
ped him and, in fairly good English, 
said: "Yes, we know all about the 
bombing of Tokyo. And we knew 
one plane was in trouble and might 
be heading this way. We came out 
to see if we could find you.” 

The bomber crew started to climb 
into the tanks when suddenly an- 
other column of tanks appeared 
from the opposite direction. A Jap 
officer came running toward the 
Russians, shouting, "This is Japa- 
nese territory. We demand the sur- 
render of the Americans.” 

But the Russian major, Pearson 
reported, insisted he was on Soviet 
soil and dug out his maps to prove 
the claim. For several minutes an 
argument raged in German. Finally, 
the Jap angrily stalked off, order- 
ing his tanks to fire. This was an- 
swered by a volley from the Rus- 
sian tanks, both aiming at the 
sky. e Russian column then 
drove on, leaving behind the scene 
of the tank "battle.” 

AT TOP SPEED 

They had been going at a fast 
clip for about half an hour, Pear- 
son’s story related, when the Rus- 
sian major turned to the American 
pilot ang said: "I now welcome you 
to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.” 

The border had just been crossed. 

The American crew was extremely 
well treated in Russia, and was not 
held long. Shortly after arrival, said 
the columnist, the entire crew was 
flown to Alaska by Clyde Pang- 
born, then flown back to the 
United States. 

Tokyo eventually learned that the 
crew had not been interned and 
lodged a protest with Moscow. But 
the Russians replied that the U. S. 
airmen were being held and that, 
@s a neutral, Russia had no choice 
but to hold them. 

Drew Pearson wrote that the Japs 
then asked to be taken to the prison 
camp where the bomber crew was 
imprisoned. The Russians, however, 
retreated behind governmental 
secrecy. replying, "Of course, you 
know that no foreigners have been 
allowed in that part of Siberia for 
years. It’s 15 years since any for- 
eigners have gone near the section 
where this prison camp is located.” 


Hieh Mass For Troops 
To Be Celebrated Friday 


ROME—The feast of the Imma- 
culate Coneeption of the Blessed 
Virgin, which is also the Patronal 
feast of the: United States, will be 
celebrated at 1100 hours Friday 
morning by a special High Mass at 
Santa Suzanna’s Church for the 
military personnel in the Rome 


area, 
Mass will be celebrated by 





The 
Father C. F. Cahill and assisted by 
Fathers Carroll Boland and Ray- 
mond I. McGrory. Father Freder- 
isck Dietz, Procurator General of 
Maryknoll, will be master of cere- 
monies. The Mass of "Te Deum 
Laudamus” by Monsignor Lorenzo 


it had to+— 














Vienna May Be Next 
World League Center 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6— 
Vienna, and not Geneva, may be 
the site of the new United Nations 
organization, it was learned today. 

The New York Herald Tribune 
reported that three major powers, 
Soviet Russia, Great Britain and 
France, favor the selection of 
Vienna for the headquarters of 
the world league. 

The famous old Austrian city, 
where the Congress of Vienna 
brought together the monarchs 
and other government officials of 
Europe in 1814 to arrange terri- 
torial agreements after the down- 
fall of Napoleon, has many build- 
ings that would be suitable for 
use by the United Nations organ- 
ization. 








Gls Receive Praise 
From Admiral Byrd 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, the 
polar explorer who staked Ameri- 
ca’s claim on the Antarctic, has 
broken a long, self-imposed pub- 
lic silence to pay tribute to Army 
GI Joes and to urge on their be- 
half full production support by 
the folks back home, for the war 
"is a helluva way from finished.” 

His appeal answered the specu- 
lation, "Where is Byrd—back at 
the South Pole?” He turned up in- 
stead on the European battlefront 
where he is making a study of how 
Tactical Air Forces support fight- 
ing ground troops. This may be 
helpful in the Pacific Theater 
where the Admiral twice has been 
on aviation duty. 

"This is the time of all times for 
the home front to back up the 
battlefront,” Byrd said in a state- 
ment upon. returning from the 
front lines to London near the end 
of his present mission. ’’The dough- 
boys’ spirit is magnificent.” 

On the basis of his observations 
on the western front, Byrd ex- 
pressed "my personal belief” that 
the defeat of Japan will take an- 
other year beyond the eng of the 
war in Europe. 

He said one of the greatest Allied 
accomplishments of the war has 
been the "extraordinary unifica- 
tion” achieved on a grand scale 
between the Allied forces, between 
Army and Navy, between Tactical 
Air Forces and ground troops. 
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N THE PONY EXPRESS 






Air tactics have just added a new phase to their theory of friendly warfare. The latest devel- 


opment is called ’penpoint” bombing because a fighter group of the 12th Air Force has devised 
a ’mail wagon” which rushes bags of letters and packages from its headquarters to airfields 
near the front. By converting the wing gasoline tanks of a P-47 Thunderbolt into mail com- 
partments, an entire day’s mail can be delivered. The targets of this "penpoint” bombing—the 
lucky addressees—are-very enthusiastic over the idea. Here, Cpl. James M. Knox of Zionsville, 
Ind., (right) and S-Sgt. Thomas W. Murray of Bessemer City, N. C., shove sacks of Christmas 
mail into compartments. Capt. Earl P. Maxwellof St. Charles, Miss., looks on. (12th AAF Photo) 





Infantry Rejects Gas Warfare 
Unless Germans I naugurate It 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


Seventy one percent of the 
American people are opposed to 
the use of poison gas against the 
Japs or Nazis even if it would 
mean an earlier end to the war, 
according to a recent Gallup poll, 
reported by Army News Service. 

—News item 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 6 
—A lot higher than 71 percent of 
the American infantrymen fighting 
the Nazis in Italy are opposed to 
the use of poison gas, even if it 
would mean that those who sur- 
vived would be returned to their 
homes sooner than their fondest 
hopes. 

In fact, the conclusion after talk- 
ing with men from two rifle com- 
panies as well as tankers, combat 
engineers and chemical warfare 
men was almost unanimous against 
initiating the use of gas... but if 
the enemy starts gas warfare, then 
throw it back at him "with both 
barrels,” in the words of Pvt. George 





Manczak of Elizabeth, N. J. 
Chemical warfare officials point- 











F lashes F rome The F vont 








strips. 
R. Jacobs. of Sacramento, Calif. 


crest of a hill. 


and pulled him to safety. 


pany. 


called ” “sf 
distressing. 





Perosi will be sung by a special 
choir, 


"Rinaldo, Rinaldo!” or (d) 
”Tedeschi.” 


give him a taste of his own medicine. 
cover, Jacobs dove for what he thought was a ditch. It turned out to 
be a Steep cliff, but miraculously the Sacramento officer got a firm 
clutch on some grass roots at the cliff’s edge and hung on for dear life. 
Meanwhile, Jerry shells kept coming in, blasting the OP position. A 
short time later a pair of doughfeet heard the captain’s cries for help 


Here are some vital statistics on the 
horn and Pisa and cross the Arno River: (a) thrives on K rations and 
vino; (b) does not bum cigarettes from GIs; is invariably yelling; (c) 
"Paesano, 


PVT. STEVE KUHAR OF LORRAINE, OHIO, is firmly convinced 
that it is as unnecessary to tell a man waist deep in mud to halt as 
it is to tell a guy with the GIs to run. Kuhar, a 34th Division artillery 
observer, was carrying a 60-pound radio at night. After wading around 
a while in the average front-line variety of ankle-deep mud, Kuhar 
stumbled into a shell crater with mud up to his belt and stopped. 
"Halt,” yelled a sentry. ”I couldn’t be any more halted if I grew here,” 
answered the muddy one. "In that case I'll puli you out,” said the 
sentry, which he then proceeded to ao. 

. s 

THIS IS THE KIND OF STORY that looks funny in the comic 
It wasn’t so funny though, when it happened to Capt. Wilbur 
The captain, 
with the 91st Infantry Division, was directing fire from an OP on the 
He was spotted and immediately the Jerries began to 


an artillery observer 


Finding it too hot to search for 


THREE MONTHS AGO THE appreciative populace of a liberated 
Italian town gave a 14-year-old parrot to a 91st Division antitank com- 
The men and the parrot got along well together. 
of them developed. a strong affection for the big-beaked bird they 
But this only makes the present situation all the more 
"Coco,” you see, is no longer with the antitankers. Re- 
cently when a Kraut artillery barrage caused the company to move its 
ne orgs "Coco” was overlooked in the excitement. The men are all 

oken up about it and are hoping someone will find “Coco” for them. 


In fact a few 


first Allied parrot to enter Leg- 


Paesano” or (e) "Tedesc 





edly explained that if it came to 
the release of gas, one of the most 
effective means of spreading per- 
sistent gases was by airplanes, and 
in that department there was no 
question as to who has superiority. 

From the antigas arguments ad- 
vanced by infantrymen it was ap- 
parent that possible effects of gas 
has been brought home by the tales 
recounted by many an infantry- 
man’s father who was in the last 
war. 


MENTAL HAZARD 


"It’s the psychological effect of 
gas that is bad,” declared Capt. 
Robert Muller of Whitestone, N. Y.. 
a regimental staff officer. "Even 
with the improved gas mask a man 
hates the thought of having to 
wear—and fight—in one.” 

Another factor in any debate on 
gas is whether it is really a more 
"inhuman weapon” than any other 
weapon of war. A high ranking 
division staff officer contended that 
the effects of gas on a man, while 
bad, could not be any worse than, 
say, an HE mortar shell. 

An entirely different view was 
voiced on the inhumane aspect of 
gas by a surprising number of in- 
fantrymen. Typical of this school 
of thought was S-Set. Jessie J. 
Martinez of Los Angeles, Calif., 
twice wounded platoon leader in L 
Company of 91st Infantry Division’s 
363rd Regiment. 

"If you used gas you'd be killing 
civilians too. We're American and 
that’s not for us. Hell, that’s what 
the Germans are doing. We're not 
like them,” he saia. 

This thought was echoed by 
other veterans like Sgt. Leonard 
Schamp of Wauseon, Ohio. How- 
ever, everyone agreed that if the 
Jerries started gas warfare then 
they must have no hesitation in 
throwing it back. 


GRIST FOR NAZIS 

Pvt. Frank W. Sitler of Roches- 
ter, Pa., added that it would give 
Goebbels a real propaganda trump 
if the Allies used it first. 

Pvt. Samuel Burton of Edinburgh, 
Ind., however, was for using gas 
now before the Germans do be- 
cause he fears that eventually they 
will use it. . 

First Sgt. Joe Weldon of Dallas, 
Texas, just recovered from a wound 
and with 13 years in the Army was 
also for gas, now: "I’m for getting 
the war over with at. all costs.” 

A noncommittal answer came 
from L Comany’s commander, Lt. 
Wilson McEuen of Riverside, Calif.: 
"We'll do what we're told to.” 

But the general answer was: No 


hi, |gas unless they start it because gas 


is rotten business. 





Landing Craft Aid 
In Delivering Mail 


NAPLES—The U. S. Navy in the 
Mediterranean, under Vice Ad- 
miral H. Kent Hewitt, has planned 
another successful "invasion”— 
with landing craft aiding in the 
quick delivery of Christmas mail 
to the far flung Naval forces in 
this theater. 

While getting the mail over to 
this side of the ocean is the task 
of the Fleet Post Office in New 
York, once it gets here it’s the 
Navy's headache. 

First, it must be broken down for 
all the various units, stations and 
ships operating from Casablanca 
in Morrocco up around the coast 
of Africa to Bizerte; any place in 
Sicily, Corsica or Sardinia; and up 
and down the coastlines of Italy 
and southern France. 

A small number of landing 
craft, the same type used on the 
invasion beaches, have been pressed 
into service as mail ships. Once 
the mail has been sorted it is put 
aboard these craft and gets un- 
derway quickly without tying up 
valuable dock space. 

In order to get all the packages 
to all Navy addresses. before 
Christmas, these converted craft 
will make as many runs as neces- 
sary. Any mail arriving in this 
theater a reasonable number of 
days before Christmas will be de- 
livered on time. 





Vienna Bombing Earns 
Unit Citation For 465th 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
6—The 465th Bombardment Group, 
a Liberator unit of the 15th AAF, 
received the Distinguished Unit 
Citation this week for its July 8 
bombing of the Floridsdorf oil re- 
finery at Vienna. 

Prior to the raid for which the 
froup was cited, the Floridsdorf re- 
finery was supplying great quanti- 
ties of oil to the Wehrmacht. The 
465th, led by its commander. Col. 
Joshua H. Foster, Jr. of Albany, 
Ga., flew through savage enemy 
AA fire to attack the target. Their 
bombs scored direct hits on many 
units of the refinery. 

The citation read in part: "Recon- 
naissance showed that as a result 
of the attack, the Floridsdorf area 
was rendered nonoperational at a 
time when the European war was 
approaching a critical stage.” 


Wives To U. S. 


LONDON, Dec. 6 — The Ameri- 
van Embassy reported today 
thet an estimated 12,000 to 15,000 
British wives of United States serv- 
icemen have applied for visas to 
enter the States. 
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5,000-1 Risk 
Is Big Even 
For DeMille 


By Army News Service 
HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 6—Because 











aS to establish "the 
right of em t free from in- 
‘erence use the employee 


the radio drama hour which De- 
tes. 


such usurp the rights of the Ameri- 


can voter and arbitrarily make up|’ 


his mind for him that must support 
or oppose any proposition on the 
ballot?” 

Declaring himself "a union mar 
and a supporter and believer in 


unions,” DeMille said after the elec- |' 
tion he was informed, "If I did not |} 


pay the dollar assessment, I could 
not work.” 
He added, "Surely this is not the 


free America we are preserving on/|| 
the battlefields of the world to- 


day.” 
In answer AFRA issued a state- 
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ment that declared, "AFRA consid-/, 


ered Proposition No. 12 outside the 


realm of partisan politics, regard-)); 


ing it purely as an attack on the 
right of a union to bargain ccllec- 
tively for a union shop—a funda- 
mental principle of American union- 
ism. The assessment was made by 
a unanimous vote of the board of 
directors, ratified by a membership 
meeting and by our national board 
of directors. 

"we believe that if, as he says, 
DeMille considers himself a sup- 
porter and believer in unions, he 
should pay his dollar of his union’s 
rights.” 

DeMille’s show on Monday night 
was not affected. Only a few of 
the 2,300 AFRA members refused 
to pay, the union officers said, and 
courts here upheld a union’s right 
to levy the assessment. 


Dewey Back 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS) — 
Tanned after a "vacation from 
politics,” Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
arrived here Monday with his fa- 
mily enroute to Albany from Sea 
Island, Ga., where he went for a 
rest after the Presidential elec- 
tion. 





RADIO PROGRAM | 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Thursday, December 7 
HIGHLIGHTS’ 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 

9:00—GI Bandstand 

12:00—At Ease 

3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:30—Guy Lombardo 
8:00—Barracks Bag (Requests) 
News: 6:30, 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00, 

7:00, 10:30. 
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BUT, PHYLLIS, YOu } 
CAN'T PLANT FLOWERS 
THIS TIME OF YEAR. 








On the air from 6:30 AM-11:30 PM 
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LOOK AT Me! 







A DITCH DIGGER, 



















A WHITE CotLAe Fé 
WORKER. ON. A VACATION. AND 
WHAT AM 1? 


o 






































































"He 
stop it 
when 1! 
eyes x 
particu 
of Pep} 

"Ima 
told m«¢ 
He'd h 
that h 
talked 
played 
third | 
to give 
with u: 
home 
school. 

"Wat 
and Pr 
what I 
cash. 
‘em.” 

Brow: 
joined | 
narily 1 
years in 
out, hov 
make t! 
worth a 


c 


~ 


Schul 
Paul, is 
lad you 
fast an 
and wil 
that he 
plate. | 
oldest ¢ 


time ba 
years. |] 
is a pite 
ers are | 
aren’t ge 
year. T 
me fine. 
To be 
it suit ¢ 
"You 
ocher. 
are for y 
or fourt] 
tle and 
don’t ex 


Canine 
Blake 


BOST« 
Montrea! 
their hol 
tional H 
Victory ¢ 
Night. ° 
hae sec 
Ist on } 
the final 
National 
of Bill 


Ht 


Montreal 
Toronto 
Detroit 
Boston 
New Yor} 
Chicago 

I. 


Blake, Mc 
Cowley, B 
Lach, Mo 
C Smith, 
Bodnar, 7 
Richard. : 
Mosienko 
Howe, De! 
Schriner., ‘ 
Carr, Tor 








THE STARS AND 


STRIPES 





























NAPLES, Dec. 6—The foundation 
of the new Brooklyn Dodger ball 
club, geared to grab off a pennant 
in 1946 or "47, is composed of four 
youngsters whose age total is two 
years less than 80. 

So stated Leo (Lippy) Durother, 
Dodger manager, as 
an interview which Tuesday 
its first installment in this col- 
umn. You might recall the voci- 
ferous Lippy was diseussing Branch 
Rickey’s theory of launching: a new 
deal in Piatbush with young, cape- 
ple kids forming the team’s nu- 
cleus. 

"Yes," said Dureecher, “and 
Rickey’s system will work for Brook- 


program in Eddie ‘om. 
Brown, Howard Schultz and 
Olmo. They're four of 2,500 kids 


we looked over and liked.” 
Durocher was particularly en- 
thused over Miksis. 


Likes Miksis 


"He was just a schoolboy short- 
stop in Trenton, N. J., last year 
when I first saw him. Boy, did my 
eyes pop! He could do everything, 
particularly run.. Reminded me 
of Pepper Martin or Peewee Reese. 

"Imagine my feelings when he 
told me he wanted to quit baseball. 
He’d had some trouble in Trenton 
that hurt his feelings. Well, L 
talked him out of that and he 
played about 30 games for us at 
third base. Funny thing, I had 
to give him time off after he’d been 
with us four days so he could go 
home and graduate from high 
school. 

"Watch that kid next year. Ott 
and Frisch already have asked me 
what I want for him in good, hard 
cash. You can guess what I told 
‘em.” 

Brown, who was 16 when he 
joined the Dodgers this year, ordi- 
narily would have been given four 
years in the minors. As Leo pointed 
out, however: "If Paul Waner could 
make the grade at 41, Brown was 
worth a chance, too.” 


Schultz Is OK 


Schultz, first baseman from St. 
Paul, is that six-foot, seven-inch 
lad you read about. Leo insists he’s 
fast and agile despite his height, 
and will blast many a pitcher now 
that he’s learned to crouch at the 
plate Olmo, Puerto Rican, is the 
oldest of the "Foundation Four” 
: 33. but the fastest man on the 
club. 

"Yeah,” said The Lip, "Rickey 
slowly is putting together a big- 
time ball club that will last for 
years. Richt now the big problem 
isa pitchine staff. Our best twirl- 
ers are serving Uncle Sam. But we 
aren't rettine a sweat up about next 
year. The first division would suit 
me fine.” 

To be sure. we agreed, but would 
it suit the Flatbush Faithful? 

"You bet it would,” said Dur- 
ocher. "Those fans in Brooklyn 
are for vou whether you finish first 
or fourth, just as long as you hus- 
tle and really put it out. Thev 
don’t exnect rairacles, but they do 
want effort; we'll give them that. 

"Noel Cowara ought to pay the 
town a visit. It might open his 
tyes—or would it be ’verse versa” ” 


Canucke Trin Brnins, 4-1: 
Blake Tons NHL Scorers 


BOSTON. Dec. 6 (ANS) — The 
Montreal Canadiens strengthened 
their hold on first place in the Na- 
tional Hockey League with a 4-1 
Victory over the Bruins here last 
night. Toe Blake, Montreal for- 
ward, scored two goals and his as- 
og on Maurice Richards’ goal in 
= final period shot him into the 
ational League scoring lead ahead 
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Among the boxers to see 
action during the big Allied 

championships at the 
Brancaccio Theater, Rome, 
next week will be the quartet 
of North African Z:ne mitt- 
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men 
is Omar Keudri, runnerup for 
the pro welter honors last 
February at Algiers and a 
favorite in next week’s scraps. 
Next in line is Pvt. Tommy 


tured here. At the left 


THEY HOPE TO WIN ALLIED BOXING CROWNS 


welter- 


McGrath, amateur 
weight and lone British win- 
ner at Algiers. Third from the 
left is Rene Pons, defending 
pro featherweight titleholder. 
On the right is Pvt. Henry 





Jones, who will represent the 
North African Zone in the 
professional heavy class. He’s 
a big NAD threat. 
(Staff Photos by Sgt. Grayson 
B. Tewksbury) 





West Point Cadets 
Travelled To Navy 
Tilt By Troop Ship 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS)—The 
Army disclosed yesterday that the 
entire corps of 2,300 men. including 
all the officers and instructors at 
the U. S. Military Academy, trav- 
eled to Baltimore for the Army- 
Navy game by troop ship. Plans 
for the unprecedented movement 
were held secret and it was not un- 
til yesterday that the news was re- 
leased. 

The corps left Friday morning on 
a former Atlantic luxury liner whose 
name was not revealed. They ar- 
rived at Baltimore SAturday and 
after the game marched four miles 
back to their ship and left for home 
Saturday night. 

The Academy PRO said use of 
the ship was decided upon in order 
to prevent any strain on the already 
overtaxed rail transportation sys- 
tems and that the future officers 
were given lessons in Army trans- 
portation problems aboard the ship. 
The victorious Cadet footbal) 
team missed the usual sendoff and 
welcome home from the corps. The 
team traveled by train and arrived 
back at thé Point to a deserted 
campus. Usually the entire corps 
falls out at the railroad station to 
pull the team up the hill in an old 
firewagon resvlendently painted 
black, gold and gray. 

A hitch developed in the plans 
when it was discovered that the 
troonship, because of its size, was 
unable to turn around under its 
own power in the Hudson River 
and a hurried summons was sent 
to New York for a tuzboat to come 
up and do the job. Meantime. the 
team had arrived on the campus. 





American Association 
Keeps Plavoff System 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
The American Association’s board 
of directors has voted to keep the 
Shaughnessy playoff system in 
force and has adopted a 154-game 
season for next year. 

Under Shaughnessy’s system. the 
team winning the pennant plays a 
series with the third place team 
while the second and fourth place 
clubs are playing. The winners of 
the two series play for the league 
championship, the winner of which 
Plays the Little World Series against 
the survivor of a similar playoff in 
the International League. 

Vice President Mickey Heath and 
general manager Rudy Schaffer of 
the Milwaukee Brewers led the un- 
successful fight to abandon the 
playoff system. 








Harried Horseplayers 
MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 6 (ANS) 


._|The Florida OPA ts mixing a bit 


of trouble for motorists who use 
their precious gasoline to mozy out 
to the racetrack for the purpose of 
wagering a few bills on the bang- 
tails. Autos found near tracks with 
licenses from other counties and 
states will be investigated and own- 
ers guilty of rule violations will be 





of Bill Cowley who was shut out. 
HOCKEY STANDINGS 
Montreal a. | 
cronto 10 5 ti) 20 
Detroit 7 4 2 16 
Boston 6 8 1 13 
New York 2 q 3 7 
Chicago 2 10 1 5 
LEADING SCORERS 

G. A. P 
Blake, Montreal 13 13 26 
“Owley, Boston 9 16 25 
. ch, Montreal a 17 21 
- Smith, Chicago 6 14 20 
Rian: Toronto 4 16 20 
Man2td, Montreal 15 5 20 
Slenko. Chicago ll 8 19 
— Detroit 5 14 19 
Cotiner. Toronto 11 6 17 
8rr, Toronto 8 9 17 





punished. 


North African 
Have Three 


+ 


Beak-Busters 
Allied Champs 





By a Staj// Correspondent 

ROME, Dec. 6—There isn’t any 
mystery or split opinion out at the 
Foro d'Italia about the fighting 
power of the North African Zone 
boxing team. Hot and loaded with 
dynamite, they took to the gym 
there yesterday morning and gave 
onlookers a three-hour preview of 
the punches they will be throwing 
at the Brancaccio Theater next 
week when the Inter-Allied Cham- 
pionships get under way. 

Coach Lt. Gilbert Benaim. for- 
mer well-known French fight pro- 
moter, has cause for optimism, if 
only on the strength of his team’s 
record: A glance at the roster re- 
veals the names of five veterans 
of the Algiers championships in 
February of this year. 

But these gentry are more than 
veterans — three of them are 
champs, and the other two were 
runners-up in the finals. The 
champs are Tommy McGrath, a 
Britisher who won the amateur 
senior welterweight title; Marcel 
Cerdan of the French Navy, who 
copped the pro senior welterweight 
title, and Rene Pons, French Navy 
gunner, who ran away with the pro 
festherweicht diadem. 

Omar Koudri. an Arab fighting 
with the French Armored Corps, 
was runner-up in the pro welter- 
weicht finals. and Cheriff Maamer 
of the French Army came close to 
snaring the pro lightweight title. 

Not very much is known about 
the 11 other men on the team, but 
most of them provided ample proof 
in their brief workouts that they’d 
be tough to beat. 

Still another standout is an ama- 
teur welterweight named Abdrahin 
Ben Hazib. a French Arab with an 
ominous eye and a lightning left 
jab. The only other American on 
the team. which has 11 Prench and 
three British, is Harold K. Sem- 
mis. an amatenr licht heavyweight 
from the U. S. Navy. who has a 
zocd right hand and knows how to 
use it. 

Easily the best known fighters 
on the team are Cerdan. Koudri 
and Pons. Cerdan, a clean. good- 
looking” scrapper. is the welter- 
weicht champ of Europe. 

He could be anvthing from 28 to 
82, is married and has one child 
In eieht years he’s fought abovt 8 
fichts. but lost onlv two—and those 
were on fouls. Cerdan’s not. only 
an unbeaten fighter. but 95 vercent 
of his wins were via the KO route. 


> 





Davis, Army Back, 
Takes Scoring Title 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS) — 
Glenn Davis. Army halfback, 
walked off with the 1944 colle- 
giate scoring title without anyone 
close. His 50-yard gallon against 
Navy was his 20th touchdown of 
the season and brought his total 
points to 120 which jis 36 more 
than Tom (Shortv) MeWilliams 
of Mississippi State and Del 
Cockayne of Drake made. 

LEADING SCORERS 
Tch- 
dawns E 
Davis, Army 
McWilliams, Miss. State 
Geckayne, Drake 
Tressell, Baldwin-W'lace 
Young, Tlinois 
Brinkley, Wake Forest 
Underwood, M’ray T’chrs 
Evans, 2nd Air Force 
De Courcey, Washington 
Collins, Missouri 
Cromer. Arkansas Aggies 
Yates, Texas Aggies 
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"The Minhtv’’ Menichelti 
Fails To Imnress Fans 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS) 
Fernando "The Mighty” Meni- 
chelli, Argentine heavyweight, ad- 
ded substance to a growing susp!- 
cion he is not a very good boxer by 
fighting a ten-round draw with 
Johnny White of Jersev City last 
night at the St. Nick’s Arena. 

Menichelli didn’t impress the reg- 
ular Madison Square Garden mob 
who ventured uptown in deference 
to his manager Jimmy Johnson by 
his total disregard to the mighty 
wallops the Jersey Negro handed 
out in the early rounds. Menichelli 
definitely can take it. White ad- 
ministered some rugged tneatment 
to the Argentinian in the first four 
rounds before tiring after the mid- 
way mark. White didn’t display the 
same indifference to Menichelli’s 
wallops in the later stages of the 
fight, however, and gave ground 
severa] times. 

Menichelli weighed 198 while 
White tipped the beam at 209. 
Johnson, needless to say, still 
claims his man won. 





A Filly Takes The Oats 





NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS)— 
Twilight Tear, the Calumet 
Farms’ gueen of the thorouzh- 
breds. was named "Horse of the 
Year” by the Daily Racing Form 
and associated newspapers yes- 
terday. She was the first filly to 
receive the award. 

The three-year-old daughter of 
Bull Lea won 14 of her 17 starts 
this year and won 167,555 dollars. 
This ineluded a streak of 11 
straicht victories. The award was 








the third in four years fer War- 
ren Wright’s Calumet Farm whose 





Whirlaway was named in "41 and 
"42 


Walter Jeffords’ Pavot, which 
won all eight of his starts. was 
the unanimous choice for the 
two-year-old award while Edward 
R. Bradley’s Busher, dauchter of 
War Admiral. was named the 
leading juvenile filly. 

Alfred Parker’s By Jiminy was 
named the outstanding three- 
year-old colt, the Greentree Sta- 
hle’s Devil Diver nosed out First 
Fiddle for handicap honors and 
A. Cushman’s Ronge Dragon was 





voted best of the steeplechase 
hors 


INS, King Features, 
Red Grange Select 
All-America Teams 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6 (ANS) 
With the vital games of the season 
tucked safely away, wholesale se- 
lection of All-Ameria football teams 
seems to be the proposition con- 
fronting the experts. Followine on 
the heels of the United Press’ 
choices recently announced, King 
Features and Internationa] News 
Service today made known their 
All-America elevens, and not to be 
outdone by the journalists, Harold 
(Red) Grange, the Galloping Ghost 
of Illinois two decades ago,’ also 
released a gridiron roster which he 
labeled the nation’s best 

King Features’ All-America reads: 
ends, Paul Walker, Yale, ard Phil 
Tinsley, Georgia Tech: tackles, 
George Savitsky, Penn, and Den 
Whitmire. Navy; guards. Bm» 
Chase, Navy, and Bill Hachett, 
Ohio State; center, Johnnv Tav- 
ener, Indiana; quarterback. Les 
Horvath, Ohio State: halfbacks, 
Glenn Davis and Felix Blanchard, 
Army; fullback. Boris D'mancheff, 
Purdue. 

The International News Service 


=| team lists: Jack Dugger. Ohio State, 


and Tinsley, ends; Whitmire and 
Johnny Ferraro, Southern Califor- 
nia, tackles; Joe Stanowicz, Army, 
and Chase, guards; Tavener. cen- 
ter: Horvath, quarterback; Davis 
and Dimancheff, halfbacks: Blan- 
chard, fullback. 

Grange’s top team also included 
Walker and Tinsley on the ends; 
Whitmire was paired with Ferraro 
at tackle; Chase and Hackett hold 
down the guard slots: Tavener was 
named at center; Horvath was 
picked for quarterback; Davis won 
a halfback post along with Bob 
Fenimore of the Oklahoma Aggies; 
and Bobby Jenkins of Navy was 
chosen for fullback. 


Byron Nelson Triumbhs 
In San Francisco Open 


SAN FRANCISCO. Dec. 6 (ANS) 
—Byron Nelson. Toledo, Ohio. pro, 
came from behind on the final 
nine holes to edge M-Sgt. Jim 
Ferrier. former Australian champ, 
and take down first prize in the 
14500 dollar San Francisco Open 
yesterday with a 69 on the final 
round and a 72-hole tota) of 281. 
It was the second straight year 
Nelson won the Frisco tourney. 

Nelson collected: 2,066 dollars in 
war bonds. Ferrier, who entered 
the tourney in hopes of getting 
the 100 dollar prize offered to the 
top serviceman, wound up with a 
71 yesterday for a total of 282 and 
1,866 bucks 


Basketball Scores 


Augsburg 45. Carleton 36 

Brooklyn College 52, Yeshiva 41 
CCNY 53, Montclair Teachers 46 
Cclumbia Midshipmen 70. Colombia 54. 
Cornell 59. Ritier 35. 

Miinois 64, Chanute Field 25 
Indiana 44, Camp Atterbury 22. 
Loyols of South 589 Bie Sp AAF! 
Michigan State 44, Drake 36. 
Minnesota 50, South Daketa 28 
Moorehead 44. Miami Ohio) 35. 
NYU 62, Fort Hancock 30 
Kentucky 56, Fort Knox 23. 

St. Peter's 25, Stephens 19. 
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Gen. Truscott Gets 
5th Army Command 
Succeeding Clark 


(Continued from page 1) 


vision at Anzio to take command of 
the VI Corps, a higher headquar- 
ters controlling the entire Anzio 
force, and led the Corps in the drive 
on Rome. 

When the American forces in- 
vaded southern France, General 
Truscott commanded the assaulting 
corps. He led his troops in sensa- 
tional advance up the Rhone Valley 
and played a major part in plan- 
ning the attack on Belfort before 
being recalled to take over the 5th 
Army. 

One 





of the ablest a ty 


THEY’RE HOME AGAI 


execute the Dieppe raid from Eng- 
land and was the senior American 
officer along on the operation. At- 
tacheq to Lord Louis Mountbat- 
ten’s Combined Operations staff, 
he spent much of his time studying 
methods used in Commando train- 
ing units. 

The Texas-born Oklahoma school 
teacher has an extensive military 
background. He was commissioned 
in the Cavalry as a reserve officer 
in 1917 after enlisting in the Army 
but he failed to get overseas in 
World War I. 

Remaining in the Army after 
the Armistice, he acquired some 
fame as a polo player and received 
periodic promotions. He served as 
an instructor at the Command and 
General Staff at Fort Leavenworth 
for four years, spent two years 
there as a student and instructed 
at Fort Riley, Kan., for four years. 
He helq the rank of lieutenant 
ae at the time of Pearl Har- 

or. 


Though his hair has turned gray, 
the perpetually scowling new com- 
mander of the 5th Army has a voice 
that will scare the hell out of any 
man. As a boy, General Truscott 
swallowed some carbolic acid and 
the effect on his vocal cords was 
enough to mdke a music teacher 
contemplate suicide. 

The general was married in 1919 
to Sarah Randolph, a member of 
the Thomas Jefferson branch of 
Virginia’s Randolph family. Lucian 
King Truscott III, one cf their 
three children, now is a first class- 
man at West Point. Mrs. Truscott 
lives in Charlottesville, Va. 

If General Truscott has his way. 
he won’t be seeing Charlottesville 
for some time after the Italian 
campaign is over. His more im- 
mediate ambition is to be provost 
marshal] in Berlin, or so his friends 
say. 











CHINA 


(Continued from page 1) 





the long Japanese supply lines in 
diversionary attacks. 

In the north, in Shantung Prov- 
ince, the Chinese 8th Route Army 
recaptured the important enemy 
strongholds of Shouchang and 
Hainesiea in the western part of 
the province. Shouchang is a ma- 
jor transportation point on the Yel- 
low River. It was the first report 
of action by the 8th Route Army 
for many months. That is the 
Communist Army, and much of 
China’s recent political crisis has 
revolved around efforts to bring the 
Communist group into cooperation 
with the nationalists of Chiang 

Chiang, in the meantime, stated 
today that if the Japs drove deeper 
into Kweichow they would make 
"another strategic error in China.” 
He said the Chinese Army was pre- 
pared to deal a crushing blow and 
exhorted the nation to muster all 
resources to "turn the tide of bat- 
tle in our favor and hasten final 





banian Partisan fighters have 


Nazi rule. 


Tirana, the capital of Albania, is their home, but these Al- 


N 











not been there since the Ger- 


mans came. Here they pause under the sign on the city’s out- 
skirts on the Albanian Independence Day celebration, Nov. 
28, which also marked the occasion of their liberation from 


(Photo through PWB) 





headquarters of the Ist Army Corps 
of ELAS. 

It must be recalled that one of 
the reasons why six ministers rep- 
resenting the EAM and the resis- 
tance movements withdrew their 
support from the government of 
Premier Papendreou was that or- 
ders to disarm did not include all 
Greek armed groups but only the 
guerrilla forces, 

EAM, National Liberation Com- 
mittee, charged that the Mountain 
Brigade, now in action against 
Greek guerrillas, was rightist in 
tendencies, and demanded that it 
also be disarmed. The government 
refused. * 4 
British papers almost were un- 
animous this morning in their 
opinion that British troops must 
not be used to support one Greek 
faction against another, but some 
anxiety was caused by a report 
from Athens today that British 
troops yesterday entered the head- 
quarters of EDES, the rightist 
Greek faction, while the building 
was under attack by ELAS troops. 
Rather than come into bloody con- 
flict with the British, ELAS com- 
manders ordered their forces to 
withdraw. 

Several thousand ELAS soldiers 
were said to have concentrated 
outside Athens, while RAF planes 
roared over the city and nearby 
areas on reconnaissance missions. 
Flares were dropped during the 
night, but there were no reports 
of bombing or strafing from the air 
of Liberation Front units. 

A comniunique from General 
Scobie’s headquarters said _ this 
morning that ELAS troops were 
continuing to advance into the city 
"in defiance of orders from both 
the Greek Government and Gen- 
eral Scobie.” Resistance troops, the 
communique added, have over- 
whelmed more police posts. 

The situation inside the Athens 
port of Piraeus was obscure. A BBC 
correspondent in the center of the 
capital said at noon today that 
ELAS troops "are infiltrating into 
the capital from Piraeus.” and a 
British communique added that 
ELAS units had captured more 
gendarmierie posts in the port. 
Dockworkers there joined early in 
the strike called by the Liberation 
Committee. 





victory.” 


Tanks, Warships Ordered 
Against ELAS In Greece 


(Continued from page 1) 


directed heavy machine gun fire 
against ELAS strongpoints in the 
city and attacked several guerrilla- 
held buildings. British paratroops 
last night attackeq ELAS forces in 
the Polytechnic Schools near the 
center of the Greek capital, where 
fierce fighting raged all day be- 
tween Royal Greek police and mem- 
bers, of the Greek resistance armies. 


Liberators Support 
Red Army Advance 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
6—A force of escorted 15th AAF 
Liberators, operating in cooperation 
with Russian columns advancing 
through western Hungary, today 
bombed rail yards on several of the 
lines leading to the front. 

The widespread attacks, which 
were carried out on targets in Yu- 
goslavia, py and Czechoslo- 
vakia, were designed to disrupt 
communications behind the Ger- 
mans and to cut supply and escape 
routes to both the Hungarian and 
Yugoslav fronts. 

The string of yards, which were 
attacked visually and with good 
results, are all on lines radiating 
south of Vienna; at Bratislava in 
Czechoslovakia; at Hegyeshalom, 
Sopron ang Szombathely, in Hun- 
gary along the Austrian frontier; 
and at Maribor, in northern Yugo- 
Slavia. 

Strategic Air Force Lightnings, 
meanwhile, strafed rolling stock 
and motor transport in the Vienna 
area during the day. 

Adverse weather over the target 
areas today prevented Tactical Air 
Force mediums from operating, but 
some formations of P-47 Thunder- 
bolts continued their strangle” op- 
eration on enemy rail and road 
transport in northern Italy. 


Notice 


In order to expedite our front- 
line distribution, we must close 
our forms earlier than usual. 
Consequently, all news in this 
paper is based on information 
received in our office up until 
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8th Army Advances 
Mile From Ravenna 
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loss of Ravenna as a port and im- 
portant road center is a serious blow 
to the German supply problem on 
the 8th Army front. 

North of Russi, other 8th Army 
units cut across the rail line con- 
necting Ravenna with Faenza and 
reached the Lamone River. Initial 
attempts to cross the river, which 
runs southwest to Faenza, were 
stopped by heavy German artillery 
and machine gun fire. 


Four miles southwest of Faenza, 
British and Polish troops crossed 
the Lamone River in strength near 
Quartolo and gained a firm foothold 
in the hills beyond. 


Other 8th Army elements, who 
had established a bridgehead over 
the Lamone farther south nearly 
a week ago, pushed ahead over 
very rugged terrain to capture a 
strongly-defended height, two miles 
north of Brisighella. 

More high ground on the right 
flank of the 5th Army line was 
seized yesterday by British and In- 
dian troops who have been steadily 
erasing the bulge in the long line 
between Faenza and Bologna. 

British troops took M. Penzola 
during the day, while Indian troops, 
operating on their right, occupied 
several points two miles east and 
northeast of Casola Valsenio. 

Elsewhere along the front, 5th 
Army patrols were active yesterday, 
with the Germans continuing to 
harass Allied pésitions all along the 
line with heavy artillery and mor- 
tar fire. 
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pest and Vienna grew, there were 
signs that the Germans were pre- 
pared to make desperate defenses. 
Reuter’s said today that the Ger- 
mans were digging new fortifica- 
tions along the Austrian border. 
It seemed that Austria would be 
defended, like East Prussia, as 
"sacred soil of the Reich.” 

Only further deterioration of 
the weather, Reuter’s Moscow cor- 
respondent said, can save the Ger- 
mans from critical and perhaps 
disastrous clashes south of Lake 
Balaton on the road to Austria. 
The Associated Press said that 
a hard frost had set in over most 
of the eastern front, except for 
the mud covered Hungarian end. 
The terrain was said to be ready 
for the big winter push from East 
Prussia to southern Poland. With 
the Germans preparing to resist 
this blow, they were said to be in 
serious straits for reinforcements 
in Hungary. 

The Russian warships of the 
Baltic fleet, moving increasingly 
into action, engaged in an en- 
counter with German units, the 
Moscow radio said. The Germans 
broke off the engagement and fled 





after a short exchange. 
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HYAR'S A NOTE FUM LI'L ABNER - 
HE SAYS HE COULDN'T GEAR T’ 
TMAN 0! 









MARRIAGE IS ONE O' TH’ MOST 
IMPAWTINT AN’ TRAGICAL STEPS 
IN AINY YOUNG SAP'S LIFE 27 — 
IN MAH TIME, AH’VE SEEN 
MARRIAGES DEPEND ON 
LOTS O' THINGS ~- 
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By AL CAPP 








Head-On Crash Fails 


Italy Crisis Evokes 
Differing Positions 
In U. S. And Britain 


lied Commission.” Eden empha. 
sized that Italian relations were an 
Anglo-American matter which dig 
not directly involve Russia. He said 
that Russia had not been officially 
advised of British objections to 
Sforza as Foreign Minister. 

The United States statement was 
the first declaration of policy is- 
since Edward R. Stettinius, 
Jr., became Secretary of State, and 
it was reported from Washington 
that the Secretary had worked hard 
on the statement himself. 

It was given an important play 
in the American press. The Associ- 
ated Press said that it was inter- 
preted to mean that the United 
States "was sticking a foot tenta- 
tively in the door of European 
politics.’ The declaration, while it 
applied largely to Italy, was be- 
lieved to concern Greece, Belgium, 
Poland and other countries whose 
governments have recently been in- 
volved in political upheavals. 

The British press reaction was 
sharp. The Manchester Guardian 
said in part: 

"It is a rude statement and it 
was meant to be rude. Americans 
have delightfully short memories, 
Gone is the shameful record of the 
State Department’s support of Dar- 
lan, its flirtations with Giraud, its 
mistrust of De Gaulle. That is all 
washed out by the moralizing over 
Britain’s unsuccessful floundering 
in ’power politics,’ monarchists and 
in our supposed fear of insurgent 
left governments. 

"It is an absurd picture, for of 
all countries the United States ts, 
probably apart from Portugal, Eire 
and Spain, the most frightened of 
a Europe given over to 'Commun- 
ism.’ But this state of ming exists 
and we have to reckon with it. For 
our own credit’s sake and for the 
sake of our influence in the coun- 
sels of the United Nations, the Gov- 
ernm §it must be desperately care- 
ful naj. to get into these false po- 
sitions.” 

The Stettinius statement affected 
deliberations of Italian party lead- 
ers. Pietro Nenni, leader of the So- 
cialists, called it "the political fact 
of most importance to our country 
at this moment.” 

In the meantime Ivanoe Bonomi 
sought to forge a new cabinet, even 
though the Socialist and Action 
parties were more determined than 
ever in their opposition to him. 


8th Heavies Blast 
At Reich Oil Works 


LONDON, Dec. 6—Synthetic oil 
plants near Merseberg in Germany 
and marshalling yards at Bielefield 
were bombed by 800 Flying Forts 
and Liberators of the 8th AAF to- 
day in a continuation of the Allied 
aerial assault against the industrial 
facilities of the Reich. 

Heavy bombers of the RAF last 
night struck heavily at the mar- 
shalling yards at Soest, 15 miles 
southeast of Hamm. Other RAF 
objectives last night were military 
installations in Ludwigshaven and 
Nuremberg. 

Returning crews reported that 
fires still were burning in Hamm 
which had been attacked during 
the day by Lancasters, Mustangs 
and Spitfires. 

Meanwhile, late reports stated that 
German planes were shot down 
over Berlin yesterday when the 
Luftwaffe rose in strength to meet 
the massive daylight attack upon 
the German capital by American 
heavy bombers. Twelve American 
bombers and 22 fighters failed to 
return to their British bases but 
at least 11 of the fighters were be- 
lieved to have landed safely in 
France. 


——————. 
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lst Army on the narrow Alsace 
Plain. 
A review of the Saar drive of 
the 3rd Army showed that in 27 
days, Lt, Gen. George S. Pat- 
ton’s forces had captured more 
than 850 German and German- 


held towns. 1. 
In the half year since the A 
lies landed in Normandy, they 


have captured 750,000 prisoners, 
an average of more than 4,000 4 











day, a British correspondent re- 
ported. 
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